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My Thanksgiving 
And Yours 


Sermon by Dr. J. Harold Smith 
Pastor First Baptist Church, Fort Smith, Arkansas 


“IT exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for 
all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that 
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 


honesty.”—I Tim. 2:1, 2. 


The Scriptures have much to say 
about thanksgiving and thanks to 
God. There are many illustrations 
in the Old Testament as well as 
the New where godly men stopped 
long enough to give thanks to God. 


What about my _ thanksgiving 
and yours? Are we thankful? Do 
we stop to offer God one minute 
of praise for all that He has done 
for us? Sometimes I am: afraid 
that we do not. The less. our 
thanksgiving, the greater will be 
our condemnation when we stand 
in His presence. Over and over 
we are exhorted to thank God for 
goodness enjoyed and blessings re- 
ceived. 


I believe it is possible under 
grace to thank God amid and un- 
der all circumstances ffor all 
things and in all things. God is 
worthy to be praised and thanks 
is due Him. The sincerity and in- 
tensity of thanksgiving is depend- 
ent upon how much value is 


‘placed upon the benefit received; 


upon the sense of appreciation 
for the blessings bestowed. We 
teach our children to say “thank 
you” when a friend gives them 
something, and this is right. It is 
what they should do. This thanks, 
however, is generally formal while 
it is respectful and courteous. It 
is extracted from them by coer- 
cion, sometimes even by compul- 
sion. Such is not true in sincere 
thanksgiving. True thanksgiving 
is the spontaneous expression of 
heartfelt appreciation of the bene- 
fit received. 


Search the Scriptures and you 
will find the subject of thanksgiv- 
ing mentioned about forty times in 
the Old Testament. There are thir- 
ty references in the Psalms alone. 
Under the old order, the spiritual 
relationships to God were express- 
ed in material ways. Among these 
provision was made for the of- 
fering or sacrifice of thanksgiv- 
ing. 

Psalm 107:22: 

‘“‘And let them sacrifice the 
sacrifices of thanksgiving, and de- 
clare his works with rejoicing.” 


Psalm 116:17: 

“I will offer to thee the sacri- 
fice of thanksgiving, and will call 
upon the name of the Lord.” 

The prophetic message antici- 


Rev. J. Harold Smith 


pates thanksgiving as the special 
feature of the coming kingdom. 

Isaiah 51:3: 

“For the Lord shall comfort 
Zion: he will comfort all her waste 
places; and he will make her wild- 
erness like Eden, and her desert 
like the garden of the Lord; joy 
and gladness shall be found there- 
in, thanksgiving, and the voice of 
melody.” 

Jeremiah 30:19: 

“And out of them shall proceed 
thanksgiving and the voice of 
them that make merry: and I will 
multiply them, and they shall not 
be few; I will also glorify them, 
and they shall not be small.” 

Thanksgiving and praise were 
especially emphasized in the re- 
vival by Nehemiah. 

Nehemiah 12:24-40: 

“And the chief of the Levites: 


Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and Jeshua| 
the son of Kadmiel, with their] 

brethren over against them, to|” 
praise and to give thanks, ac-|= 


cording to the commandment of 


David the man of God, ward over|: = 
against ward. Mattaniah, and Bak-| > = 3 
bukiah, Obadiah, Meshullam, Tal-|) > 
mon, Akkub, were porters keep-|) 

ing the ward at the thresholds|> = 

of the gates. These were in the}: 


days of Joiakim the son of Jesh- 
ua, the-gon of Jozadak, and in the 
days of Nehemiah the governor, 
and of Ezra the priest, the scribe. 
And at the dedication of the wall 
of Jerusalem they sought the Le- 
vites out of all their places, to 


bring them to Jerusalem, to keep . 


(Continued on page 11) 


HALLELUJAH! 


By A. C. Dixon, D.D. 


One Time Pastor Moody Church, Chicago, and 
Spurgeon Tabernacle, London 


Canada and foreign 1 year $3.00; 3 years $6.50 


”Praise Ye the Lord.” 
Psalm 146:1 


The word hallelujah, which is 
translated “Praise ye the Lord.” 
occurs, as I have counted, twenty- 
four times in the Book of Psalms, 
and four times in the nineteenth 
chapter of Revelation, making 
twenty-eight times altogether in 
the Bible. In the Psalms it is the 
hallelujah of earth, and in Revel- 
ation it is the hallelujah of heaven. 
It is a word which cannot be 
translated by one word into any 
other language, and is, there- 
fore, transferred. It is about the 
same in Greek, Latin, German, 
French, Italian, Dutch and Eng- 
lish. It looks as if all nations were 
practicing for the _ hallelujah 
chorus of heaven. 


There are six hallelujahs; let us 
pass them in review. 


aha 
+ 


eel 
he 
“ 


_| love and wisdom. He made the laws 
-|which govern the sun and moon. 
- | Even the darkness serves a benevo- 

“' | lent purpose. In the midst of this 
=: | beautiful scene man “goeth forth 
= |to his labour until the evening.” 


| the ocean, “this great and wide 


THE HALLELUJAHS OF 
EARTH 


1. The Hallelujah of Nature 


The first use of the word is at the 
close of Psalm 104. This Psalm is 
a fine poem on nature. It begins 
by calling on the soul to bless 
God, and then ascribes to God the 
greatness, honor and majesty 
which a study of nature suggests 
to a religious mind. The light is 
God’s garment. The heaven is the 
canopy which He has spread, and 
the foundations of the ocean were 
laid by Him. He makes the clouds 
His chariot and rides upon the 
wings of the wind. The thunder 
is His voice. He makes the springs 
which water bird and beast. The 
grass for the cattle, the trees for 
the nesting birds, the hills for the 
wild goats and the rocks for the 
conies are the expressions of His 


Then the psalmist-poet turns to 


sea, wherein are things creeping 
innumerable,” with the ships on 
its surface and the monsters play- 
ing in its depths. God gives life 
and sustenance to all these. 

The study of nature fills the 
psalmist with praise to God. He 
says, “My meditation of him 
shall be sweet. I will be glad in 
the Lord.” There is no conflict 
between the two books God has 
written for us, the Book of Nature 
and the Book of Revelation. God 
reveals Himself in both. 

The naturalist who does not 
see God in His works simply shuts 
his eyes and refuses to see. An 


Dr. A. C. Dixon 


agnostic is one who chooses blind- 


ness rather than sight. Everything 
on earth and sea and sky pro- 
claims a God. Over the door of 
the great museum of McGill 
University in Montreal Sir Wil- 
liam Dawson wrote the twenty= 
fourth verse of this Psalm, “O 


(Continued on page 10) 


Is God a “Dirty Bully”? 


The Terrible God of Judgment and Vengeance, the God Who 
Requires Atonement for Sin, Is Hated and Slandered 
by Wicked and Worldly Men 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


“The great and terrible God .. .”’—Neh. 1:5. 
“O Lord, the great and dreadful God...’—Dan. 9:4. 


Dr. G. Bromley Oxnam, Methodist bishop of the Wash- 
ington, D. C., area, in his book, Preaching in a Revolutionary 
Age, page 79, quotes with approval from Walpole’s Winters- 
moon, the story of the boy who heard preached the God of 
the Old Testament, the God of judgment punishing sin. And 
the boy said about God, “Father, you hate Jehovah. So do I. 
I loathe him, dirty bully!’ Read what Bishop Oxnam says: 


“Hugh Walpole, in Winters- 
moon, tells of a father and son 
at church. The aged rector read 
from the Old Testament, and 
the boy learned of the terrible 
God who sent plagues upon the 
people and created firey ser- 
pents to assault them. That 
night, when the father passed 
the boy’s bedroom, the boy cal- 
led him, put his arms around 
his father’s neck, and, drawing 
him close, said, ‘Father, you 
hate Jehovah. So do I. I loathe 
him, dirty bully!’ We have long 
Since rejected a conception of 
reconciliation associated histori- 
cally with an idea of a Deity 
that is loathsome. God, for us, 


cannot be thought of as an 
angry, awful, avenging Being 
who because of Adam’s sin must 
have his Shylockian pound of 
flesh. No wonder the honest 
boy in justifiable repugnance 
could say, ‘Dirty bully.’ In- 
justice is an offense, and in- 
equality a stench, in the nos- 
trils of Jehovah also. Such 
must be denounced by preachers 
in a revolutionary age; and, just 
as our thought of God had to be 
moralized to represent him to 
moral men, so too our concep- 
tion of God’s world must be 
made moral if man is to say in 


honesty, ‘I believe in God the 


———— 


Father Almighty, 
heaven and earth.’ ” 


Bishop Oxnam says, “No won- 
der the honest boy in justifiable 
repugnance could say, ‘Dirty bul- 
ly.’ »? 

So Bishop Oxnam takes the po- 
sition that the God of the Bi- 
ble, the God of the Old Testa- 
ment is a dirty bully, a_ hate- 
ful, avenging deity who demands 
the Shylockian pound of flesh to 
pay for sin. The atonement is 
hateful to this infidel bishop. He 
says the God of the Bible is a 
“dirty bully.” 

But infidels have, through the 
centuries, had the same attitude 
toward God. They hate God because 
He demanded the destruction of 


Maker. of 


the Amalekites for their age-long| ® 
course of sin against God. They |: 


hate God for His command to 
destroy and drive out the peoples 
of Canaan before the Israelites. 


They hate God because He has| # 


warned of eternal Hell for Christ- 
rejecting, impenitent sinners. They 
hate God for sending Jesus to die 
as a substitute for sinners and to 
pay sin’s debt. Infidels have often 
called old-time Bible Christian- 


ity, the historic Christian faith, | 


a “slaughterhouse religion.” 
The Bible doctrine of sin and 
punishment and the Bible doctrine 


of Christ’s atoning death for sin- 


ners go together. Infidels hate 
both of them. 

Colonel Robert Ingersoll said, 
“Based upon that idea is the 
atonement of the Christian re- 
ligion. That is the reason I at- 
tack this book—because it is the 
basis of another infamy; viz., that 


(Continued on page 5) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


THE 


eviron’s NOLES 


by John R. Rice 


Before this is published, many 
of you will have sent in subscrip- 
tions for $5.00, and will already 
have in hand my new book, J 
Love Christmas, given for 3 one- 
year subscriptions. I _ sincerely 
hope you like it. I believe it will 
warm the hearts of many. How 
sweet it is to think about Jesus 
at Christmastime! 

I ask all, in Jesus’ name, to 
send subscriptions at once to THE 
SworD OF THE LorRD. This is des- 
perately important. 

It may be that many of these 
heavy burdens God has laid upon 
me cannot be borne by every 
reader, but every reader can re- 
new his own subscription and sub- 
scribe for some others. I beg you 
in Jesus’ name to do that. While 
you can get three one-year sub- 
scriptions and the big free pre- 
mium book, J Love Christmas, for 
only $5 ($6.50 in Canada and for- 
eign countries), please do it at 
once. 

The Christmas rush will soon 
be upon us. It is vitally import- 
ant that you get your subscrip- 
tions in as soon as possible. Re- 
member, if your subscriptions are 
marked as Christmas gifts, we 
will send a card announcing your 
gift, so please help us by hurry- 
ing. What you do, I beg you to 
do because you love the Lord 
Jesus and because you want to 
please Him. I believe that to ne- 
glect renewing your own subscrip- 
tion and to fail to send THE 
SworD OF THE LorRD to. others 
would be, for many, a real sin. 
Won't you take time right now 
to do right about it and send 
your own renewal and other sub- 
scriptions? 

We think that this is a tre- 
mendous bargain. To get three 
one-year subscriptions to THE 
SworD OF THE LorpD for $5 is a 
tremendous bargain, bigger than 
any other in the field of Chris- 
tian magazines, as far aS we 
know. But to get the big $2 book 
free with the three one-year sub- 
scriptions—well, that is a remark- 
able plus. So you can afford to 
renew your’ subscription even 
though it has not expired. Just 
mark it renewal and we will add 
your renewal on to your present 
subscription. 


Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., God’s 
Great Man 


In this issue you will see the 
little article by~Dr. Bob Jonés, 
Sr., “What Will You Do With 
Jesus?” Recently it was our joy 
to spend one day in Dr. Bob 
Jones’ eight-day revival at Em- 
manuel Baptist Church, Pontiac. 
The: noble pastor, Dr. Tom Ma- 
lone, called in preachers from far 
and ear and both Dr. Bob Jones 
and I spoke in the morning. Then 
we had a great luncheon with 
260-odd Christian workers . pres- 
ent. Then Dr. Jimmie Johnson 


and I spoke in the afternoon, and 
in the evening I spoke briefly be- 
fore Dr. Jones’ great message. 

I was tremendously moved a- 
gain by the Spirit-filled message 
of this great man of God! What 
a privilege it is that we have Dr. 
Jones with us yet, and that we 
have his wonderful influence at 
Bob Jones University. I thank 
God that here is one school that 
stands for the fundamentals of 
the faith, stands for the old-time 
religion without apology, stands 
for evangelism and soul winning 
as the main business of every 
Christian. And the distinguished 
son, Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., the presi- 
dent, has the same noble stand- 
ards as his father. We recom- 
mend that Christians everywhere 
send students to this great Chris- 
tian university where Christ and 
the Bible and soul winning are 
honored. It is turning out Chris- 
tian leaders and the education is of 
the highest type. Those consider- 
ing going to college next semes- 
ter or next year, why not write 
to Bob Jones University, Green- 
ville, South Carolina, for furth- 
er information? 


At Moncton, New Brunswick, 
November 13 to 27 


The editor will be in a revival 
campaign at Moncton, New 
Brunswick, with the Highfield 
Baptist Church and with the co- 
operation of other churches, for 
fifteen days beginning November 
13. We hope our friends in the 
Maritime Provinces of Canada 
will come, if possible, to some of 
these services, and we hope all 
will pray. In our two previous 
campaigns in Moncton there were 
a total of nearly 800 professions 
of faith, and God made a tremen- 
dous impact on the area. Oh, for 
a breath. from Heaven! 


Sherman, Texas, December 
4A to 11 


Years ago this editor was 
led by faith to go to Sherman, 
Texas, where we got permission 
from the city government and 
held a big independent revival 
campaign on the courthouse 
square in the center of the city. 
Hundreds of conversions resulted 
and a new church was organized. 
Now it is my privilege to go back 
to Sherman, December 4 to 11 
with Pastor George Sullivan and 
that beloved church. December 4 
we will celebrate the _ pastor’s 
tenth anniversary there. Decem- 
ber 11, this editor will close the 
services on his birthday. We hope 
many readers of THE SWORD OF 
THE Lorp in North Texas will at- 
tend these soul-winning services. 


The Editor Needs Your 
Prayers 

There is no way to express the 
continual burden and _ strain of 
the work which is upon this un- 
worthy and inadequate editor. 
This week (October 30 to No- 
vember 6) we are in revival ser- 
vices every night with the Alr- 
port Baptist Church in Chicago. 
Dr. E. M. Harrison, teacher of 
Bible and missions in Wheaton 
College, is the splendid, devoted 
pastor. Last night there were 
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Thanksgiving 


I’ve been countin’ up my blessin’s, I’ve been summin’ up my woes, 
But I ain’t got the conclusion some would naturally suppose: 

Why, I quit a-countin’ troubles ’fore I had a half a score, 

While the more I count my blessin’s, I keep a findin’ more and more. 
There’s been things that wan’t exactly as I thought they’d ought to be, 
An’ I’ve often growled at Providence for not a-pettin’ me! 

But I hadn’t stopped to reckon what the other side had been— 

How much o’ good an’ blessin’ had been thickly crowded in. 

Fer there’s been a rift o’ sunshine after every shower o’ tears, 

An’ I found a load o’ laughter scattered all along the years. 

If the thorns have pricked me sometimes, I’ve good reason to suppose 
Love has hid ’em often from me, ‘neath the rapture of the rose! 

So I’m goin’ to still be thankful fer the sunshine an’ the rain, 

Fer the joy that’s made me happy; fer the purgin’ done by pain; 

Fer the love o’ little children; fer the friends that have been true; 
Fer the guidin’ hand that’s led me every threatenin’ danger through! 


—L. A. Tubbs 


Quoted from Quests and Conquests 


MATTHEW HENRY’S COMMENTARY 


Commended by 
Charles H. Spurgeon 


First among the mighty 
for general usefulness we = are 
bound to mention the man 
whose name is. a_ household 


word, MATTHEW HENRY. He 
is most pious and pithy, 
sound, and_ sensible, suggest- 
ive and sober, terse and trust- 
worthy. You will find him to be 
glittering with metaphors, rich in 
analogies, overflowing with illus- 
trations, superabundant in reflec- 
tions. He delights in apposition 
and alliteration; he is usually 
plain, quaint, and full of pith; he 
sees right through a text direct- 
ly; apparently he is not critical, 
but he quietly gives the result 
of an accurate critical knowledge 
of the original fully up to the best 
critics of his time. He is not vers- 
ed in the manners and customs of 
the East, for the Holy Land was 
not so accessible as in our day; 
but he is deeply spiritual, heaven- 
ly, and profitable; finding good 
matter in every text, and from all 
deducing most practical and judi- 
cious lessons. 


His is a kind of commentary 
to be placed where I saw it, in the 
old meetinghouse at Chester— 
chained in the vestry for anybody 
and everybody to read. It is the 
poor man’s commentary, the old 
Christian’s companion, suitable to 


four who came to claim the Lord, 
a man and three teen-age boys, 
and another man, long backslid- 
den, came back to the Lord with 
his wife. 


Next week we fly to Big Spring, 
Texas, November 11 and 12 for a 
state-wide meeting of Fundament- 
al Baptists. Then from there we 
fly to Moncton for fifteen days of 
revival services. We have a few 
days between Sundays at home, 
and then to Sherman, Texas. And 
in the midst of all this, we have 
the heavy burden of editing 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, answer- 
ing mail, running the Sword Book 
Club, and trying to make ends 
meet in this big  soul-winning 
work with a payroll for fifty or 
sixty workers and many, many 
problems. We are weighed down 
with the need for financial help 
for our Ministers and Missionary 
Subscription Fund, and our Free 
Literature Fund. 


In the inspired words of the 
Apostle Paul we must say, “We 
are troubled on every side, yet not 
distressed; we are perplexed, but 
not in despair; Persecuted, but 
not forsaken; cast down, but not 
destroyed; Always bearing about 
in the body the dying of the Lord 
Jesus, that the life also of Jesus 
might be made manifest in our 
body” (II Cor. 4:8-10). 

We labor on, trying to prove 
ourselves good ministers of Jesus 
Christ, “By honour and dishonour, 
by evil report and good report: as 
deceivers, and yet true; As un- 
known, and yet well known; as 
dying, and, behold, we live; as 
chastened, and not killed; As 
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as 
poor, yet making many rich; as 
having nothing, yet possessing all 
things” (II Cor. 6:8-10). 

We cannot live without God’s 
help. We cannot carry on _ this 
work without miraculous inter- 
vention and help day by day. 
Oh, in Jesus’ name, pray for us! 


everybody, instructive to all. 

His own account of how he was 
led to write his exposition, affords 
us an example of delighting in 
the law of the Lord. 

“Tf any desire to know how so 
mean and obscure person as I am, 
who in learning, judgment, feli- 
city of expression, and all advan- 
tages for such a service, am less 
than the least of all my Master’s 
servants, came to venture upon 
so great a work, I can give no 
other account of it but this. It 
has long been my practice, what 
little time I had to spare in my 
study from my constant prepara- 
tions for the pulpit, to spend it 
in drawing up expositions upon 
some parts of the New. Téstament 
not so much» for my own. use, as 
purely for my own entertainment 
because I know not. how. to’ em- 
ploy my thoughts. and time more 


to “my, ‘satisfaction. Trahit sua 


quemque voluptas: every man. that 
studies hath ‘some beloved ‘study, 
which is his delight above any 
other; and. this is’ mine. 


“It is that learning which it was 
my happiness from a child to 
be trained up in by my ever 
honored father, whose memory 
must always be very dear and 
precious to me. He often. minded 
me, that a good textuary is a good 
divine; and that I should read 
other books with this in my 
eye, that I might be the better 
able to understand and apply the 
Scripture.” 


You are aware, perhaps, that 
the latter part of the New Testa- 
ment was completed by other 
hands, the good man having gone 
the way of all flesh. The writers 
were Messrs. Evans, Brown, Mayo, 
Bays, Rosewell, Harriss, Atkinson, 
Smith, Tong, Wright, Merrel, Hill, 
Reynolds, and Billingsley—all 
Dissenting ministers. They have 
executed their work exceedingly 
well, have worked in much of the 
matter which Henry had collected, 
and have done their best to follow 
his methods, but their combined 
production is far inferior to Mat- 
thew Henry himself, and any read- 
er will soon detect the difference. 


Every minister ought to read 
Matthew Henry entirely and care- 
fully through once at least. I 
should recommend you to. get 
through it in the next’ twelve 
months after you leave college. 
Begin at the beginning, and re- 
solve that you will traverse the 
goodly land from Dan to Beer- 
sheba. You will acquire a vast 
store of sermons if you read with 
your notebook close at hand; and 
as for thoughts, they will swarm 
around you like twittering swal- 
lows around an old gable towards 
the close of autumn. If you public- 
ly expound the chapter you have 
just been reading, your people will 
wonder at the novelty of your re- 
marks and the depth of your 
thoughts, and then you may tell 
them what a treasure Henry is. 


(From Commenting and Commentaries, 
by Charles H. Spurgeon. Published by 
Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids, Michi- 


gan.) 
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“Dost thou love life? Then do! = 


| Have you read the ads| ) 


not squander time, for that is 
the stuff that life is made of.” 
—Franklin, 


-be the 


The Editor Answers 46 
Young People's 
; Questions 


Are some predestined to be saved 
and some to be lost? 


Certainly it is not fixed for anys 
body to go to Hell. Jesus said, 
“Whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely’ (Rev. 22:17). 
God says, “The Lord is not slack 
concerning his promise, as some 
men count slackness; but is longs 
suffering to us-ward, NOT WILL- 
ING THAT ANY SHOULD PER- 
ISH, BUT THAT ALL SHOULD 
COME TO REPENTANCE” (II 
Pet. 3:9). Again God says, “As I 
live, saith the Lord God, I have 
no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked; but that the wicked turn 
from his way and live” (Ezek. 33: 
11). Those Scriptures plainly say 
that God wants everybody to be 
saved, and that it is not His fault 
if they are not saved. Again, in 
Acts 17:30 Paul said that now God 
commanded “all men everywhere 
to repent,” that is, for everybody. 

The death of Christ on the cross 
paid for the sins of the whole 
world. That is clear from John 
3:16 First John 2:2 says plainly, 
“And he [Christ] is the propitia- 
tion for our sins: and not for ours 
only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world.’”’ Nothing could be 
plainer. The death of Christ on 
the cross paid for the sins of every 
person that should ever live. 
Everybody could be saved if he 
would. 

What, then, does the Bible mean 
by predestination and election? 
That is made clear, I think, in 
Romans 8:28-34. Especially read 
verse 29 which says, ‘For whom 


*|he.did foreknow, he also did pre- 


destinate to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, that he might 
firstborn among many 
brethren.” 

First, God knows ahead of time 


| who will trust in Him. God knows 


the future. And when God knows 
that a certain person will put His 
trust in Christ for salvation, then 
God predestinates, or determines 
that He will take that one straight 
on through to glory until He turns 
out in the image of Jesus Christ! 
God’s foreknowledge comes first. 
Then when God knows that one 
will trust in Christ for salvation, 
God determines to take him on 
through. The Holy Spirit cails him 
and then when he trusts in Christ, 
he is justified. Then at the second 
coming of Christ he will be glori- 
fied. Now read Romans 8:30 which 
says, “Moreover whom he did pre- 
destinate, them he also called: and 
whom he called, them he also justi- 
fied: and whom he justified, them 
he also glorified.” 

If you remember that predest- 
ination and election are based on 
God’s foreknowledge, then that is 
as close as, you need to come to 
the doctrine in the Bible. Certainly 
whosoever will: may trust Christ 
and be saved. And the vilest sin- 
ner that ever lived has his sins 
all paid for by the death of Christ. 
Isn't He a wonderful ’Saviour?, And 
we may honestly tell people that 
whosoever will may take of the 
water of life freely. 


Why: don’t people today see vi- 
sions of Christ? 


It is true that occasionally. vis- 
ions are mentioned in the Bible, 
but not often. Miracles did not 
occur frequently even in Bible 
times. All the miracles in the 
Bible would fill a very small part 
of it. So many other people no 
doubt wished to see visions but did 
not. 

But the main reason that we 
do not see visions is that we have 
the Bible. It is much further reve- 
lation and much better than just 
to have visions and dreams. We 
have a sure guide in the blessed 


Word of God. We can know how © 
to be saved and how to win souls 


and have God’s leading. At the 
same time, I thank God we can 
have assurance in the heart that 
God is with us, too. 
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Ministers and Missionaries 


Abroad Helped Tremendously 


by Sword of the Lord 


By Viola Walden 
Secretary to the Editor 


You would need to be in the 
Sword office every day and read 
the hundreds of letters which pour 
into our hands in order to realize 
the true value of THE Sworp or 
THE LORD paper in the lives of 
ministers and missionaries. Since, 
for just about all of you, that 
would be utterly impossible, I like 
to share with you occasionally 
some of the typical letters. 

Recently we received a good re- 
port from a native pastor in Vic- 
toria, Australia, which was a 
special blessing to our hearts. In 


addition to subscribing for a fel- 


low Baptist pastor friend in a 
nearby community, he offered the 
following. testimonial of blessing 
from the paper: 

“Firstly, I would like to say that 
THE SWORD has been a blessing 
to me since I've been receiving it. 
The sermons and articles dealing 
with problems of Christian living, 
etc., particularly have presented a 
challenge, as well as the evange- 
listic sermons, which are heart- 
warming. May God continue to bless 
this ministry. I am also right be- 
hind you in your fight against 
modernism and worldliness. I do 
wish I was able to put THE SWORD 


nto the hands of all Christians in 


Australia. We are in desperate need 
here of a true Holy Ghost revival, 
with old-time conviction of sin. I 


‘feel sure that God must send judg- 


ment to our land before long if the 
people don't repent. I am earnestly 
far-reaching 
work of the Spirit, particularly in 
my own ministry—Children’s Evan- 
gelism—in which I've been engaged 
for 2-3 years, following graduation 
from the Melbourne Bible Institute... 

“I have a number of your books 
and booklets which I have read with 


‘blessing—your book on The Home, 


Prayer. The Holy Spirit, Ruin of a 
Christian, Soul-Winner's Fire, and 
Twelve Tremendous Themes. And 
your booklets on Lodges, Tobacco, 
Movies and Dancing. At present I 
have lent my copy of your book on 
The Holy Spirit to a@ young man in 
the Melbourne Bible Institute. I trust 
it will prove as great a blessing to 
him as it did to me. Also I have 3 
copies of Soul-Winner’s Fire which 
I intend to give away. 

“May God continue to bless you 
and the ministry of your books, and 
THE SWORD. 

“I remain, 

“Yours for His Eternal Glory, 
“(Signed) Bruce F. Rayment.” 


God bless this dear brother in 
his ministry for our dear Saviour 
in that land so needful of a 
Heaven-sent revival! How the mes. 
sages of THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
and the books of the Sword Pub- 
lishers have encouraged and help- 
ed him, he says! Would to God 
that every preacher and Chris- 
tian in Australia were receiving 
this paper every week and having 
the opportunity of studying the 
books! Perhaps some who read 
these lines will feel burdened to 
do something about getting THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD into the hands 
of Australian clergymen. 


THE SWORD and “What?” 


- » Blessing in Portugal 

From far-off. Portugal a godd 
missionary;? Manuel S. Matthews, 
wrote to tell of the blessing THE 
SWORD OF, EHE Lorp had been to 
him, especially two articles in two 
recent issues. He also said: 


“©The day: before yesterday I went 
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to a Lisbon church to pick up tracts. 
Mr. Fereire, who is in charge, told 
me that there is a great deal more 
response to Dr. Rice's booklet, ‘What 
Must I Do to Be Saved?,’ than from 
any other tract. He is constantly get- 
ting letters from people who have 
signed the page or have copied 
the page and written in claiming 
to accept Christ. I told him not to 
forget to tell Dr. Rice about it. 


Later in the letter he Colted - a 
plea common among ministers and 
missionaries abroad: “In one of 
the churches where I’ve been the 
pastor used to receive THE SworpD 
OF THE LorD but has not received 
any for a long time. Could you 
please continue sending him the 
paper? There isn’t much good lit- 
erature that these Portuguese pas- 
tors can get...” 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if all 
of Portugal could really be “sown 
down” with “What Must I Do to 
Be Saved?” tracts? Could you vis- 
ualize the results it would ac- 
complish? Or what if we could 
place THE SwWorRD OF THE LorD into 
the hands of every fundamental 
pastor and missionary in that land 
of paganism and _ Catholicism? 
How Satan would be defeated, sin 
would be dethroned, revival fires 
would burn, and souls would be 
snatched from the burning! Pray 
that this will happen. 


Indian Missionary Calls 
SWORD Sermons 
“Humdingers” 


Missionary L. FE. Hartman, 
Amraoti Camp, Berar, India, wrote 
us from Bombay in glowing terms 
telling of what THE SworD OF THE 
LORD has meant to him and his 
wife in that land where God has 
called them to serve the past 35 
years. He enthuses: 


“You certainly have been getting 
some choice sermons together for 
THE SWORD. The best way I know 
to describe some of them is by 
calling them ‘humdingers’ as they 
certainly do hit the nail right square 
on the head and often the ‘head’ 
happens to be my own. 

“I want to mention especially ‘The 
Miracle of Calvary’ which came cut 
in one of the numbers some time 
back. I don’t have it with me now 
as I gave it to a friend before leav- 
ing our station to come here. If per- 
miited to return to my slang I would 
call that one a ‘super-duper humdin- 
ger. To my mind that is old-fashion- 
ed evangelistic preaching at its very 
‘bestest best.’ And the best part of 
it is that the writer is still on the 
job... 
3 . it seems to me that if Dr. 
Jones would make a recording of 
that sermon so it could be broad- 
cast periodically to the largest pos- 
sible audience it would have a tre- 
mendous effect in America. And 
there have been other sermons in 
your paper which in my judgment 
deserve the same treatment. I am 
thinking of some of the prize ser- 
mons, like those on separation, etc. 
Some of them have been tremend- 
ous, with terrific grip and appeal: in 
them. If only they could get to~all 
the young people in America I am 
sure many eyes and hearts would 
be opened... 

“Now I shall do what I started 
this letter to do and that is thank 
you or whoever is responsible for 
sending me THE SWORD. Apart 
from the spiritual food we get from 
them, papers such as yours which 
stand uncompromisingly for the faith 
once delivered unto the saints, are 
a great encouragement to us. They 
keep before us the fact that God 
shall have multiplied thousands who 
would give their lives rather than 
bow the knee to Baal and we are 
encouraged in Him. Bless His holy 
Name forever.” 


Was it your kindness, thought- 
fulness and generosity that made 
it possible for this good mission- 
ary and his wife to be fed and en- 


| couraged through THE SworpD oF 


THE LorD? Does it not seem rea- 
sonable that if this godly couple 
could be helped and strengthened 


Be sure to put your feet in the 
right place, and then stand firm. 
—A. Lincoln. 


GRACE 
OTES 


4 
By Grace Rice MacMullen 


tf You Find Vou Can’t 
Pray, Start to Sing 


I knelt one day before my Lord, 
My heart intent on prayer, 

And as I looked into His face, 
All words were wanting there.. 


It seemed as though I'd lost my 
tongue 
And words I could not frame; 
Then all at once within my heart 
Came praises to His Name, 


But try as I would, I could not 
pray, 
So I lifted my voice in song, 
"Til deep within my soul I knew 
All hindrances were gone, 


“Rock of. Ages, cleft for me,” 
That old familiar air 
Was the key that unlocked the 
gates of my soul 
For effectual, fervent prayer, 


So, my friend, if you find that you 


can't pray, 
Take a hymn, some simple 
thing; 


It will open the gates of your in- 
nermost soul; 
If you find you can’t pray— 
start to sing. 
—Kenneth C. Holaday 


The close connection between 
prayer and singing has been ap- 
parent to me for some time. Many 
times when singing I have found 
that I was really praying; and 
many times in prayer I have found 
that the words of a song naturally 
came to mind and seemed to ex- 
press my petition completely and 
perfectly. If our singing is really 
from the heart, it will very fre- 
quently take the form of a prayer. 
We should be very earnest when 
we sing, “Oh, Master, let me walk 
with Thee in lowly paths of service 
free.’”’ Such an intense prayer as 
this one should not be sung with- 
out real heart searching; “Breathe 
on me, breath of God, fill me with 
life anew, that I may love what 
Thou doest love, and do what Thou 
wouldst do.” 


A real heartcry is in the words, 
“Holy Ghost with light divine, 
shine upon this heart of mine; 
chase the shades of night away, 
turn my darkness into day.” So 
it is true that many times when 
Wwe sing we are really uttering a 
prayer, consciously or unconscious- 
ly. And it ought to be consciously! 

But we can learn more about 
praying, and we can be helped in 
our praying, by the songs we sing. 
As the poem says, we can sing 
sometimes when we cannot pray. 
And sometimes the words of a 
song will help us to get started 
praying. 

At Moody Bible Institute I 
learned the hymn, ‘Teach Me to 
Pray,” and it became a very per- 
sonal expression of my own de- 
sire. The words are wonderful and 
when borne in upon the heart by 
the wistful melody are a real 
blessing. 


Teach me to pray, Lord, teach me 
to pray; 


a 


a aan You Do 


With Jesus? 


By Dr. Bob Jones, Sr. 
Founder Bob Jones University, Greenville, 8.0. 


For two thousand years, there 
has been just one issue in the 
world: What will you do with 
Jesus, which is called the Christ? 
Jesus is the issue. He is God’s 
divinely-appointed and _ divinely- 
anointed King. He died to save 
people. The third day He arose 
from the dead. He is able to save 
unto the uttermost. There is sal- 
vation in no other name. He is 
not just @ saviour. He is the only 
Saviour. He said clearly, definite- 
ly, and emphatically: “No man 
cometh unto the Father but by 
me.” There is just one of two al- 
ternatives for every human being. 
It is Jesus Christ or Hell. 


There never has been a bigger 
lie born in the satanic domain 
than the lie that one religion -is 
as good as another and that it 
does not make any. difference 
what men believe just so they 
live right. That just isn’t so. Men 
can believe a lie and be damned, 
and no man can be saved who re- 
fuses to believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ as his personal Saviour. 


As the Christmas season ap- 
proaches, the writer is asking ev- 
eryone who reads _ this _ article, 
“What will you do with Jesus, 
which is called the Christ?” You 
have to accept Him or reject Him. 
If you accept Him as your Sav- 
iour, God will accept you as His 
child. If you reject God’s Son as 
your Saviour, God the Father will 
reject you because God Himself 
cannot save anyone who refuses 
to trust Jesus Christ to save him. 
God is infinitely just; and if He 
is going to save a man, He has 
to have a just basis on which to 
save him. God has provided this 
plan which is infinitely just. Jesus 
died on the cross and paid the 
debt and has a pardon which He 
is willing to-give to anyone who 
will accept the pardon by faith. 
“By grace are ye saved through 
faith.” Salvation is not of works. 
Remember, he that __ believes 
on the Lord Jesus Christ shall be 
saved. The Bible says that he 
that believes not shall be damned. 
It is up to you, sinner. Will 
you accept Him or will you reject 


Him? God help you to trust Him 
as your Saviour, 


Jesus Will Say a Good Word! 


One time a man under deep 
conviction said to the writer, “Dr. 
Bob, I can’t say anything good 
for myself, and I can’t say any- 
thing in defense of my past life, 
for I have done almost every- 
thing that is bad.” We told him 
that we knew somebody that 
would say something good for 
him. “Who is it?” he asked. We 
answered, “The Lord Jesus Christ, 
who died on the cross for you, 
if you will trust Him, will tell 
God the Father that there is no- 
thing against you.” Can you, my 
friends, think of anything more 
wonderful than that? All the stains 
are on the pages of the  yes- 
terdays. God keeps all the pages 
of the tomorrows clean. If you 
will trust Jesus Christ as your 
Saviour, He will cover all your 
sins with His blood which He 
shed on Calvary’s cross; and God 
Himself will never be able to see 
them. He will put your sins be- 
hind His back. He will remember 
them against you no more for- 
ever, 


The Gospel story is the most 
wonderful story ever told. It is 
a story of real hope—hope for 
all eternity—if men really want 
hope and assurance of salvation 
more than they want their sins. 
No man has ever been saved un- 
less he realized he was a sinner. 
The man that thinks he is 
good enough to go to Heaven be- 
cause of his own righteousness is 
just the kind of man that will go 
to Hell. In God’s eyes, human 
righteousness is as filthy rags. 
The righteousness of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, which is imparted 
to every sinner that really trusts 
Him for salvation, will enable the 
sinner to stand in the presence 
of a holy God, whose eyes have 
never looked upon sin with the 
least degree of allowance. We 
ask you again, “What will you do 
with Jesus, which is called the 
Christ?” 


This is my heart-cry, day unto 
day; 

I long to know Thy will and Thy 
way; 

Teach me.to pray, Lord, teach me 
to pray. 


Power in prayer, Lord, power in 
prayer; 

Here *‘mid earth’s sin and sorrow 
and care; 

Men lost and dying, souls in des- 


pair: 

O give me power, power in pray- 
er! 

My weakened will, Lord, Thou 


canst renew; 

My sinful nature Thou canst sub- 
due; 

Fill me just now with 
anew: 


power 


through the weekly ministry of 
this foremost revival paper that 
other missionaries would be help- 
ed if they could only receive it 
too? 


“Lord, What Wilt Thou Have 
Me to Do?” 


Why not pray the prayer that 
Saul of Tarsus cried from the 
depths of his soul that morning 
he met Jesus on the road to 
Damascus, “Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to de?” Do you know 
of definite missionaries that God 
would have you subscribe for to 
THE SworpD OF THE LorD? Would 
He have you send a contribution 
to our M & M fund (ministers and 
missionaries fund) so that we can 
send subscriptions to those abroad 
who write us begging for the pap- 
er and who would be helped so 
tremendously by it? Or perhaps 
you should send a contribution to 
our Free Literature Fund, desig- 
nating it to be used for “What 
Must I Do to Be Saved?” tracts 


nm foreign languages and dialects. 


All that we desire is just that 
you do what God leads you to do 
about the matter. Every foreign 
subscription costs $3.00 (50c more 
than those in the States because 
of additional postage charges). 
Nearly every reader could afford 
one subscription for an overseas 
minister or missionary, and many 
could pay for a good number. 

If you believe in the work THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD is accomplish- 
ing, if you believe (as we do) that 
this paper in the hands of min- 
isters and missionaries in other 
lands will do unmeasurable good, 
if you believe that this is an op- 
portunity to lay up treasure in 
Heaven (and it is), then earn- 
estly ask God what He would have 
you do and do it! 

Address all correspondence to 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD, 214 West 
Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 
Tell plainly what you want your 
gift used for and your wishes will 
be carefully followed. Thank you! 


Power to pray and power to do! 


There are many other hymns 
which are really pravers. They 
should never be sung without the 
realization that in singing the 
words we are talking to God and 
we should mean what we say. 
‘More Like the Master’ and 
“Make Me a Blessing” are exam- 
ples of this kind of blessed song. 


The use of hymns in devotional 
life is not a new idea. Many people 
begin their morning devotions by 
reading the words to a hymn or 
two, or singing hymns. The sing- 
ing of hymns is often a feature of 
family devotions, and a fine one, 
So the suggestion in this poem is 
one I feel you will find very help- 
ful if you try it. “If you find you 
can’t pray, start to sing!” 


Do We Practice What 
We Sing? 

I recently. came across the fol- 
lowing comments. I do not know 
who wrote them, but they illus- 
trate what our attitude often is, 
contrasted to the things we say 
when we sing. 

“I Love to Hear the Story’— 
if it doesn’t last more than twenty 
minutes. 

“Take My Life and Let It Be’— 
Yes, “let it be,’ dear Lord. 

“Sweet Hour of Prayer’’—is in- 
deed wonderful, but I’m really too 
busy. 

“T Love to Tell the Story’ ’—but 
only in church. — 

“Tf Jesus Goes With Me’’—it 
may be embarrassing for us both. 
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This beautiful new Christmas 
gift volume, I Love Christmas, 
free with three one-year subscrip- 
tions to THE SWORD OF THE LORD! 
Editor John R. Rice has here pub- 
lished seven of the most popular, 
heart-warming messages he has 
ever written. All of them are on 
Christmas. The first chapter an- 
swers all the criticism about a 
Christian’s observance of Christ- 
mas. Was Christ born on Decem- 
ber 25? Was Christmas a pagan 
holiday? Is Christmas a Roman 
Catholic Christ Mass? Is it world- 
‘ly to have Thanksgiving dinner, 
to have Christmas decorations? 
Should Christians give Christmas 
gifts? The dangers of commercial- 
ism at Christmas. The Santa 
Claus lie, etc. 

The other chapters are: , 

2. The Shepherds’ Christmas 
3. Gifts of the Wise Men 
4. No Room for Jesus 
5. Immanuel—“God With Us” 
6. The Virgin-Born Saviour 
7. Wonderful Jesus! 


The above chapters are all Bible 
expositions with tender senti- 
ments, moving illustrations, heart- 
warming preaching about the dear 
Lord Jesus, the God who became 
man, the pre-existent Creator who 
was born of a virgin’s womb! Here 
you will read all about the shep- 


herds, the angels, the wise men, 
Joseph, Mary, the doctrine of the 
virgin birth, the beautiful mystery 
of the incarnation. My! What a 
feast of heart-warming Christmasy 
messages! Here they are—mes- 
sages to bless the Christian heart 
and make him happy and lead to 
new consecration and dedication 
at Christmastime. Here they are— 
Bible expositions that will grow 
strong Christians of young con- 
verts. Here they are—messages 
that will bring sinners to salvation, 
at the time of the year when 
hearts are the.tenderest and they 
are most approachable with the 
message of Christ! 

Remember, this big $2 book is 
given absolutely free with three 
one-year subscriptions to ‘THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. 


Send three one-year subscrip- 
tions in the-United States at the 
bargain rate of $5 ($6.50 in Canada 
and foreign countries), and you 
get this beautiful library-bound 
Christmas gift book free! We urge 
you to get as many premium 
books free as possible by sending 
more subscriptions. Every one will 
make a charming and delightful 
Christmas present which you will 
be proud to give and others will 
be proud to receive! 


Missionary Gifts 


Over 2,000 Missionaries Get THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Through Special Ministers and Missionary Subscrip- 
tion Fund. $4,000 Needed for These 
Missionary Subscriptions 


We get the most grateful letters > 


from missionaries who read THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD. Many of them 
have a small income. Some of them 
find it difficult to send money back 
to the States. Missionaries tell us 
that they translate the sermons 
they find in THE SWoRD OF THE 
LorD and preach them on the 
foreign field! They say they have 
few Christian magazines, hear al- 
most no good preachers, and their 
hearts are hungry for the mes- 
sages in THE SworbD, and hungry 
for word from home. 


. Will you send some of your mis- 
sionary gifts to our Ministers and 
Missionary Subscription Fund, so 
Wwe may continue to send THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD to some 2,000 
foreign missionaries who wish it 
and who have been receiving it? 
Our fund is depleted. We must 
have about $4,000 as soon as pos- 
sible to pay for these subscriptions 
to missionaries. Some _ subscrip- 
tions have already expired; others 
are expiring soon. 


Missionaries will be put on the 
SworD OF THE LorpD subscription 
list at the foreign subscription rate 
of $6.50 for three years, with a 
free book for each three subscrip- 
tions. : 


To how many missionaries will 
you send THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
next year? Please make a check 
or money order payable to the 
Sword of the Lord, and designate 
your gift for subscriptions to mis- 
sionaries. 

A gift to this Ministers and Mis- 
sionary Subscription Fund may re- 
sult in more people being saved on 


| the foreign field than if the money 


were given to any other mission 
cause in the world. Help us send 
THE SworD to missionaries! 


Renew Your Own 
Subscription Today 


We suggest that you be thrifty 
and renew your own subscription 
for at least three years for $5 
($6.50 in Canada and foreign coun- 
tries). You get the beautiful book, 
I LOVE CHRISTMAS, free. 
Whether your subscription is now 
due or not, you can save money 
by renewing now. Just mark the 
subscription “renewal” and we will 
add it on to your present subscrip- 
tion. Don’t miss this opportunity. 


Subscription Crusade 


30,000 Subscriptions to THE SWORD OF THE LORD Wanted in Three Weeks. Tremend- 
ous Savings Offered, Great Opportunity to Do Good. In Jesus’ Name Help Spread 
the Soul Winning, Defense of the Faith, Revival Blessing of THE SWORD 


OF THE LORD. Let Every Loyal, Spiritual Reader Send at Least 


Will you join’ us in this holy 
crusade to put Christ back in 
Christmas? Will you see that in 
your Christmas gifts this year 
you actually do the work of Christ 
and honor His name? We ask true 
Bible-believing Christians to help 
send THE SWORD OF THE LORD to 
thousands of new subscribers in 
the next three weeks. 

For $5 you can send THE SworpD 
OF THE LorpD to three families for 
a year in the United States, and 
get the beautiful gift book, J Love 
Christmas, a regular $2 value, ab- 
solutely free! You may renew. your 
own subscription for three years 
and get the same premium. In 
Canada and foreign countries three 
one-year subscriptions may be 
sent for $6.50 and the book, J Love 
Christmas, will be given free. 

What an opportunity to send 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD to that 
Christian who needs encourage- 
ment, who needs to grow in grace, 
who needs to become interested in 
the Bible, who needs to learn how 
to live a separated, spiritual, 
happy, soul-winning life! Oh, what 
an opportunity to send THE SworpD 
OF THE LORD to relatives and neigh- 
bors and friends who will be 
blessed by it. And for every three 
one-year subscriptions you send 
for $5 in the United States ($6.50 
if sent to Canada and foreign 
countries), you may get a free 
big gift book, J Love Christmas. 
Other copies will make ideal pres- 
ents for others after you have one 
for yourself and your family. 


Send Christmas Gifts 


THE SWORD OF THE LorD will 
make ideal Christmas gifts for sev- 
eral reasons. 

First, the price is so small. 
Three such splendid gifts for only 
$5 and an extra gift in the book, 
I Love Christmas! 

Second, THE SworpD will have a 
meaning throughout the year, 
coming week after week full of 
blessings. How could you give any- 
thing more likely to be a con- 
tinual reminder of your love and 
friendship, and more likely to be 
a continual blessing? 

Third, it is so easy to send these 
Christmas gifts. Just sit down 
now and make out your list. Give 
names and addresses carefully cor- 
rect, enclose the money, an@ send 
it in and your work is done, with- 
out tiresome shopping. This is the 
easiest way to reach many people 
with inexpensive gifts. Send THE 
SWORD OF THE LorRD! Three sub- 
scriptions for $5 and the free book 
makes an extra gift. 


Fourth, the Sworp subscription 
makes an ideal gift because we will 
send a lovely card before Christ- 
mas announcing that you are 
sending THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
with your compliments as a 
Christmas gift. How proud people 
will be to get this card announc- 
ing your gift. But be sure to say 
if you want us to send the Christ- 
mas cards. And hurry, hurry, hur- 
ry, sO we can: get the subscrip- 
tion started with the Christmas 
issue or the week before, as you 
like. | 


Send to Ministers 


Hundreds of ministerial students 
are appealing for THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD. Denominations 
often see that ministers and min- 
isterial students get the denomi- 
national promotion, but who is to 
see that ministers are taught the 
Word of God, taught to win souls, 
taught how to be filled with the 
Spirit, how to hold revivals? Be- 
loved Dr. Bob Jones has nobly sent 
$500 for subscriptions to key 
Christians. We need many times 
this amount, We dare not. sin 
against God by turning down these 
calls to send THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD to preachers, minis- 
terial students, and missionaries. 
In Jesus’ name, send a gift to our 
Ministers and Missionary Subscrip- 
tion Fund today. 


Three Subscriptions at Once! 


The Editor's 60th Birthday. 


Save $$$ 


Here is the greatest bargain 
we know about in Christian lit- 
erature. See how much you save 
by sending subscriptions now! 


The regular subscription price 
of THe SworD OF THE LORD is 
$2.50 per year, which is very 
reasonable. But now you can get 
three one-year. subscriptions 
worth $7.50 plus a beautiful book, 
a total of $9.50 value FOR ONLY 
po! 


Here you may get four wonder- 
ful Christmas gifts for only $5— 
three one-year subscriptions and 
one beautiful Christmas gift book. 

This is a wonderful opportunity. 
You will never have a_ better 
chance to help so many people 
and make so many happy at such 
a small expense. Hurry and send 
in subscriptions. Use coupon be- 
low or another sheet of paper. 


Transforms Lives! 


You have it in your power 
to save souls and transform 
lives, call out preachers and 
missionaries by sending THE 
SWORD. Do it now. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
Wheaton, Illinois 


closing subscriptions as follows: 


Amount enclosed $ 


1. Name 


Mail This Subscription Coupon Today! 


Enclosed find subscriptions to THE SworD OF THE LORD. 
I understand that for each lot of three one-year subscriptions 
in the United States for $5, or for $6.50 in Canada and foreign 
countries, I am to receive a free copy of the big new Christ- 
mas gift book, I Love Christmas, selling for $2 each. I am en- 


. Send subscriptions to the following: 


Editor John R. Rice, for 21 
years has edited THE SWoRD OF 
THE LorD without salary, as a 
labor of love. On December 11, Dr. 
Rice will be 60 years old. We ask 
that you celebrate his birthday, 
not by a gift to him, but by send- 
ing subscrip- 
tions to THE 
SWORD OF THE 
Lorp. How 
many will 
send $60 
worth of sub- 
scriptions for 
Dr. Rice’s 60th 
birthday? You 
may send 
along 36 
names and ad- 
dresses, each one of whom will get 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD for a full 
year (in the United States), and 
you will be sent twelve copies of 
the beautiful Christmas book in 
green and scarlet, I Love Christ- 
mas. You may send subscriptions 
to relatives and friends, or to the 
teachers in your Sunday School, or 
to all the families in your church. 


Please give names and addresses 
completely and clearly. Will you 
send $60 worth of gifts to cele- 
brate Dr. Rice’s 60th birthday on 
December 11? Please hurry! Every 
subscription sent will make the 
editor’s heart glad and will help 
to reward him for the toil of 
these 21 years in getting out the 
Gospel, in defending the faith, in 
stirring revival fires, always a 
labor of love without pay. 


Dr. John R. Rice 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Five 


We Proudly Present eae sot 


Evang. Ernie Habecker 


Earnest Young Soul-Winning Evangelist Joins 
Sword Evangelistic Staff. 


By Evangelist Bill Rice, 
Associate Editor 


We are glad to present to the 
readers of THE SworD OF THE LORD 
a young man of faith, Ernie Ha- 


becker. Realizing God had called] gg 
him into revival work, he resigned|* 
as assistant pastor of the splendid} 


Sooner Baptist Church of Okla- 


homa City. He is already booked 
solid through November and of | ®: 


course, he is booked into next year. 
He felt that the ministry of Tur 
SworD was the same ministry God 
had called him into. He felt the 
fight THE Sworp is making for 
the fundamentals of the faith was 
his fight. He believes the emphasis 
THE SWORD OF THE LorRD has on 


- soul winning is the emphasis he|. 


feels in his own heart. 


Ernie Habecker is definitely a 
man after my own heart! 


Highly Commended by 
Pastors 


Rev. Claude McDonald, pastor 
of the Sooner Baptist Church of 
Oklahoma City and formerly an 
evangelist on the Sword Staff, 
says concerning Ernie Habecker: 
“He is sound in doctrine, ethical 
in his dealings and of true and 
upright character. He is a good 
preacher. His messages are inter- 
esting and forceful enough to 
bring hearers back for other ser- 
vices. I would not hesitate to 
recommend him and would not 
hesitate to use him in my own 
church,” 


Rev. Bill Parson of South Hill 
Baptist Church of Roswell, New 
Mexico, writes: “We have’ just 
closed a meeting in our church that 
was and still is a Heaven-blessed 
revival . ... Brother Ernie preach- 
ed the Word with power in the 
language of the people ... The 
Lord blessed us with 26 souls sav- 
ed, all of which united with the 


WHEN YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS 


Please report both new and old ad- 
dresses directly to THe Sworp or 
THE Lorp, five weeks before the 
change is to take effect. Copies that 
we address to your old address will 
not be delivered by the Post Office 
unless you pay them extra postage. 
Avoid this unnecessary expense by 
notifying us five weeks in advance. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Subscription Dept. 
214 W. Wesley, Wheaton, III. 
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Evangelist E. Habecker 


church by baptism .. . Brother 
Habecker is a wonderful personal 
worker, he does have a burden for 
lost souls and his approach is most 
desirable.” 

Don Scott, pastor of the Chap- 
pell Memorial Baptist Church of 
Oklahoma City writes: ‘Our church 
has just finished a successful two- 
week revival campaign with Broth- 
er Ernie Habecker. We had twen- 
ty-nine for baptism, all but six of 
these were adults, nine joined our 
church by letter and there were 
many rededications. . . . Our 
church voted unanimously to have 
him back with us again.” 

Evangelist Habecker sets no 
price on his services. He is not 
money-minded. He believes in hard 
work. He boosts the pastor. He 
does not major on minors. Soul 
winning and revival are his one 
concern. Since he has no other in- 
come whatsoever, we simply re- 
quest that churches pay his trav- 
eling expenses from the point of 
last engagement, provide board 
and room during the campaign, 
and give him a love offering the 
last three nights. Those interest- 
ed in securing the services of this 
splendid young evangelist may 
write directly to him in care of 
this paper or to me: 

Evangelist Bill Rice, Director 

Sword Staff of Evangelists 

214 West Wesley Street 

Wheaton, Illinois 


a 
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Yes, we know that you are ask- 
ed to help a great many causes. 
Letters pile up on my desk, too. 
We Christians are going to have 
to have discernment, and we are 
going to have to ask God to guide 
us in our giving. If you are in- 
terested in missions, we are train- 
ing in Bob Jones University several 
hundred missionary volunteers. We 
have several hundred graduates of 
Bob Jones University on the mis- 
sion fields of the world. If you 
are interested in evangelism, you 
will be interested to know that a 
large percentage of the evangelists 
in America got their training in 
Bob Jones University. There is 
no phase of real, old-time, ortho- 
dox Christian work that you can’t 
support when you invest money in 
Bob Jones University. We need 
your help. We have a building pro- 
gram on. We must have some help 
to complete these buildings. We 
have missionary obligations in a 
number of foreign countries, and 
we want to carry out these obli- 
gations. We need your help in this 
particular. Then, too, there are 
several hundred students in Bob 


ie eo Boe 
Jy DOD Jones 


Jones University that couldn’t be 
here without some financial assist- 
ance so you can help us help 
them. We need your prayers. 
Please pray daily and earnestly 
for my son, the President of the 
University, and for all the execu- 
tives associated with him; and I 
would like to have you pray for 
me that God will give me strength 
to carry on in His work. While 
you are praying, ask God if He 
wouldn’t like to have you invest 
some of the money He has given 
you in the work of Bob Jones 
University. If the Lord does not 
want you to invest any, we do 
not want you to invest any. We 
just want money that He sends; 
but I believe, if you will ask Him 
what He would have you to do, 
He will lead you to invest some 
money in the work we are en- 
deavoring to do for our Lord. 
Please let us hear from you, and 
God bless you. 


BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, S. C. 


(Advertisement) 


Tennessee Temple 


Seminary Enrolls 
Fifty-two 


By the Editor 


Tennessee Temple Schools at 
Chattanooga, of which Dr. Lee 
Roberson is president, includes a 
college, a Bible school, a grammar 


4! school, and theological seminary. 
Dr. Alfred A. Cierpke is the dean 


of the seminary. He has recently 
returned from a summer on the 
continent of Europe and in the 
Near East. 

Dr. Cierpke writes us that the 
theological seminary with a high 
standard, has 52 students, five more 


' than last year at this time. Of 
| these, 39 are candidates for the 


Bachelor of Divinity degree, 9 for 
the Master of Religious Education 


3! degree, and 4 are special students. 


The students are from many 


-colleges.and universities and there 


is a wonderful spirit for evangel- 
ism and missions in the Bible- 
believing seminary. 
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Is God a ‘‘Dirty Bully’’? 


(Continued from page 1) 


one man can be good for another, 
or that one man car sin for an- 
other.” 

Again Ingersoll says, “The a- 
tonement saves the wrong man. I 
have said that I would never make 
a lecture at all without attacking 
this doctrine.” 

Concerning the God of the Bi- 
ble, Ingersoll, in his lecture on 
“Skulls” said, “Upon the limbs 
of unborn babes this fiendish God 
put the chains of slavery. I hate 
him,” 

Ingersoll, speaking of the de- 
struction of all the race but Noah 
and his family in the flood, says, 
“What a stain such an act would 
leave upon the character of a 
devil! . . . Was ever any imp of 
any devil guilty of such savage- 

"9 . 

We can see where Bishop Ox- 
nam got his hatred of the God of 
the Bible. He got it at the same 
place that Bob Ingersoll got his 
hatred of the same Book and of 
the same God, 

When Harry Emerson Fosdick, 
in his book, A Modern Use of The 
Bible, said that modern people 
could not accept the moral stan- 
dards ascribed to God in the Old 
Testament, he is only repeating the 
complaint of infidels who have 
hated God atid the Bible through 
the years. The only difference is 
that this infidel falsely claims to 
be Christian. It is rather strange 
for people who live a lie daily 


THE JACK SHULER evangel- 
istic team has just concluded a 
4 weeks’ crusade in San Diego, 
in the San Diego Arena. Rev. 
Frank -Poole, Pastor of Covenant 
Church, reports that there were 
some 800 who. professed Christ 
for the first time, with about that 
many more other decisions being 
made by Christians. The arena, 
5,800 capacity, was renovated and 


decorated to receive the crowds 


which are said to be the largest 
revival crowds to attend a Gospel 
crusade in more than 20 years in 
this western coastal city. This 
crusade was sponsored by more 
than 200 evangelical pastors, who 
were highly pleased with the 
Shuler team. A movement is un- 
der way now to obtain Dr. Shuler 
for a return crusade at his ear- 


1 liest open date. Don DeVos con- 


ducted a 300-voice choir at each 
service; Sam Allred was soloist, 
and Bob Andersen, the organist. 

Mr. Poole reports that Shuler’s 
invitations to the lost were clean- 
cut. and to the point, accounting 
for the hundreds who are being 
added to the local churches who 
were converted and dealt with in 
the prayer rooms. Further, he 
states, “The pastors here appre- 
ciate especially the ministry of 
Shuler in binding the ministers to- 
gether into a working unit for 
future evangelistic efforts.” 

Around 9,000 first-time  deci- 
sions have been recorded by the 
Shuler team thus far in 1955 in 
American cities as well as over- 
seas. Their future schedule will 
take them to Memphis, Spokane, 
Vancouver, B. C., Rockford, Ili- 
nois, Bakersfield, California, and 
other foreign cities. 

* * * 

Souls were saved every service 
but one of a campaign at Grace 
Baptist Church of Middleton, O- 
hio, with EVANGELIST DOUG- 
LAS WINN, 1224 W. Market, 
Greensboro, North Carolina. This 
was the first series of meetings in 
the new spacious auditorium, 
There were 771 in Sunday School, 
Kenneth Wells was the song lead- 
er, with the Harry Clarkes as 
guests for the closing service. Rev. 
Howard Sears is the pastor. Prior 
to the Middleton campaign, Winn 
was at Pittsburgh Youth for 
Christ and First Baptist Church 
of MeKees Rocks, Pennsylvania. 

* ” * 

EVANGELIST JIMMIE JOHN- 
SON of Fuquay Springs, North 
Carolina, and pianist-organist 
Merrill Dunlop, send in a report 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


~ 


By the Editor 


(of their recent campaigns. First, 
they were in area-wide meeting 
August 14-28 at the Ice Arena in 
Stauffville, Ontario, Canada. 
‘“‘There was indeed a great harvest 
of souls in this meeting,” writes 
Dunlop. 

Immediately following this cam- 
paign, the team was at the tri- 
cities of Newport News, Hamp- 
ton and Warwick, Virginia, where 
a four-pole tent accommodating 
2,000 was used for this scheduled 
3-week meeting. Almost from the 
start the tent was crowded out 
night after night. At the end, 
Jimmie Johnson was persuaded to 
continue for three extra nights. 
Over 300 first-tjme decisions for 
salvation were recorded here. 

The team, at this writing, has 
just concluded a smaller 2-week 
campaign in the First’ Baptist 
Church of Albion, Michigan, 
where some 100 were saved. Rev. 
Parks Hunt, pastor, led the sing- 
ing. 

November 6 the team opened 
a city-wide campaign in London, 
Ontario, with 35 cooperating 
churches, plus the Christian busi- 
ness Men and Youth for Christ. 
Fine preparations have been 
made, and God’s blessings are ex- 


pected there. 
ok * * 


We have kind words from pastors 
with whom EVANGELIST R, H. 
SNEED has recently held reviv- 
als. Pastor Edwin J. Merriam of 
Patterson Avenue Baptist Church, 
Comanche, Oklahoma, reports 13 
conversions, 12 joining the church 
by baptism, six by letter. 

Rev. Everett L. Smalts of Seth 
Ward Baptist Church, Plainview, 
Texas, reports 9 conversions, 7 
joining the church for baptism, 
sixteen by letter, and two others 
undecided about membership, At- 
tendance records were set for 
both Sunday School and Training 
Union on the closing Sunday of 
the revival. _ : 3 

Pastor Dick Fisher of Plain- 
view Baptist Church, Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, tells of a. 12-day 
campaign with Sneed September 
21-October. 2. He reports 7 con- 
versions, 5 joining the church for 
baptism, one by letter, and two 
professions of faith not joining 
this particular church. 

Evangelist R. H. Sneed may be 
contacted at Box 6915, Seminary 
Hill, Fort Worth, Texas. 


and perjure their souls in break- 
ing solemn ordination vows to 
preach and defend the Bible, to 
talk as if God had lower moral 
standards than they! But Fos- 
dick only represents all the in- 
fidels and immoral people through 
the ages who have hated the God 
of judgment, the God who punish- 
es sin, the God who demands re- 
pentance. 

Dr. George A. Buttrick, famous 
modernist who is_ editor-in-chief 
of the infamous Interpreter’s Bi- 
ble, the commentary which stu- 
diously repudiates the essentials 
of the Christian faith on every 

(Continued on page 6) 
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A LETTER FOR YOU 
TO ANSWER 
Dear Friend: 

Deeply moved in my soul and 
completely despairing of life, I 
have gotten out of bed to write 
to you. I am a young girl who 
for eight years has been going 
from one sanitarium to another 
because of the dread disease of 
tuberculosis, but to no avail. I 
burn daily with a high fever 
simply because I lack money for 
the necessary drugs. 


help me. My father is a drunk- 
ard, my mother died from tu- 
berculosis and even my sister is 
tubercular. She has been put 


they cannot keep r after 


get her admitted here, at the 
Sanitarium of Lamia, but she 
does not even have the fare to 
come, let alone money to pay 
for medicine. 


My three little brothers at 
home go about in the streets 
begging for bread. Some people 
help them; some chase them. 
Poor little fellows, they often 
come home crying and go to bed 
hungry. They are ragged and 
barefoot because no one cares 
for them. My father is a slave 
of drink and does nothing for 
his motherless. children, | 

In spite of the seeming hope- 
lessness of our situation, I am 
looking to Jesus for help. I 
know that it is in His name 
that those of you who read this 
letter will want to respond. I 
think I have said enough. There 
are no more words to describe 
our plight. May God have mercy 
on us, With love, 

EVA BAGGOU 

We have “no more words” to 
describe this situation, either, 
but we know that you share 
our heartache and deep pity for 
this suffering girl and her 
family. The medicine for her 
and her sister will cost $50 to 
provide and $10 will purchase 
locally 80 lbs. of nourishing 
food. We invite you, our reader, 


peal and to hundreds of others 
like it. You may help through 
the American Mission to Greeks, 
Inc., Dept. SL, P.O. Box 423, 
New York 36, N.Y., Rev. Spiros 
Zodhiates, General Secretary. 
(In Canada: 90 Duplex Ave., 
Toronto 7, Ont.) 


This Mission is also reaching 
the souls of the thousands of 


providing Bibles and New 
Testaments for them in the 
Greek language. While we are 


the suffering body, we must not 


heart, 
( Adv.) 


out of one sanitarium because f 


three years. We are trying to | 


to respond to this pathetic ap- f 


tubercular people in Greece by } 


concerned about the tragedy of } 


‘forget the plight of the sinful | 


I have no one in this world to } 
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Is God a ‘‘Dirty Bully’’? 


(Continued from page 5) 


.important issue, published by the 
. Methodist publishing house, quotes 
favorably ‘“‘the French skeptic who 
said, “That God is my devil.’” 
That sounds just like Ingersoll 
who said, in his lecture on the 
mistakes of Moses, ‘“‘Do you know 
that a God like that would not 
make 
again in his lecture on “Skulls” 
Ingersoll said, “I stand here to 
say that if there is a hell, God is 
a fiend.” You see, Buttrick and 
Ingersoll agree. 


In Buttrick’s book, The Chris- 
tian Fact and Modern Doubt (see 
‘ pages 173, 174), Dr. Buttrick tells 
how he hates and disagrees with 
the Scripture, in Galatians 3:13, 
“Christ hath redeemed us from 
the curse of the law, being made 
a curse for us; for it is written, 
Cursed is every one that hang- 
eth on a tree.” A Bible-believing 
preacher whom Buttrick rebuked 
answered, “God did not curse us. 
God saved us from the curse. It 


2] 


Seed 


was Adam’s sin. And it is: writ- 


ten in the Book.” Buttrick says, 


“We retorted as gently as a 
fast-ebbing patience would permit, 
that though it might have. been 
_Adam’s sin it was God’s responsi- 
. bility, who had so ordered. His 
- world that all the children of 
history should be trebly cursed 
for the wrong of one man, thou- 
sands of years ago, whose name 
perchance they had not heard. 
Such a God, we suggested, had 
earned the verdict of the French 
- skeptic: ‘Your God is my Devil.’ ”’ 

The God who punishes sin and 

the God who required the atoning 
death of Christ to pay for. sin 
is hateful to Buttrick. That God is 
Buttrick’s Devil, and Ingersoll’s 
Devil! 
. Tom Paine, in his Age of Reason, 
tells how, when he was seven or 
eight years old he heard a ser- 
mon “upon the subject of what 
is called redemption by the death 
of the Son of God,’ and says: 

“I revolted at the recollection 
of what I had heard, and thought 
to myself that it was making 
God Almighty act like a passion- 
ate man, that killed his son’ when 
he could not revenge himself in 
any other way... ” 

Again Paine says, “But. the 
Christian story of God the Fa- 
ther putting his son to death, or 
employing people to do it (for 
that is the plain language of the 
story) cannot be told by a par- 
ent to a child; and to tell him 
that it was done to make man- 
kind happier and better is mak- 
ing the story still worse—as if 
mankind could be improved by 
the example of murder... ” 

You see that Oxnam, Buttrick, 
and Fosdick, and other modern- 
ists agree with their brother in- 
fidels outside the church, Inger- 
soll and Paine, that the God of the 
_ Bible is like a devil, a dirty bul- 
' dy. 
Modernists, like other unbeliev- 
ers in historic Christianity, could 
love a God who pats sin on the 
back but hate a God who punishes 
sin. Buttrick could love a God 
who will call mankind good and 
moral, evolving toward God. He 
hates a God who brands the race 
as a fallen, sinful race, certain 
for judgment and eternal destruc- 
tion except they repent. 

But perhaps Bishop Oxnam is 
the most popular modern expon- 
ent of the infidel view that the 
God of the Bible, the sin-avenging 
God, is “a dirty bully.” 

The Christian dare not shrink 
from this issue. The God of the 
Bible DOES punish sin. The God 
of the Bible DOES tell of an 
eternal Hell of torment for Christ- 
rejecting sinners. The God of the 
Bible DOES require blood atone- 
ment for sin. The God of the Bi- 
ble DOES demand repentance and 
a new birth before any man can 
see God in peace. 


I. The God of the Bible Is a 
Terrible God, a Dreadful God 


Dr, P. W. Philpott said to me 
years ago, “We have preached a 
grace that is a disgrace!” He 
meant that an unbalanced em- 
phasis on the love of God, an 
unbalanced emphasis on salvation 
by grace without any reference to 
the wrath of God on sin, the need 
for repentance, God’s demand for 
regeneration and reformation, pro- 
duced a disgraceful caricature of 
God. It is well to preach that 


respectable devil?” And, 


“God is love” (I John 4:16), pro- 
vided we preach also “Our God 
is a consuming fire” (Heb. 12:29). 
But to preach Heaven without 
Hell is a dishonest representation 
of God. To preach grace without 
judgment is dishonest and inade- 
quate preaching of the Bible. To 
preach God’s invitations without 
preaching God’s warnings is a per- 
version of the Gospel and makes 
us unfaithful stewards of the 
grace of God, unfaithful messen- 
gers. The God of the Bible is a 
terrible God, a dreadful God, a 
God of vengeance, as well as a 
God of mercy. 


The two texts above strikingly 
label God as the terrible, dread- 
ful God! Nehemiah, in heartbrok- 
en tears over the destruction of 
Jerusalem, the failure of the little 
handful who had gone to restore 
the city under Ezra, and having 
in mind the terrible punishment 
then ensuing on rebellious Israel, 
where Nehemiah himself was a- 
mong the captives, prayed, 
Lord God of heaven, the great and 
terrible God, that keepeth cove- 
nant and mercy for them that 
love him and observe his com- 
mandments ... ” 


Daniel, also one of the captives 
in Babylon, prayed _— similarly. 
Seeking God with fasting and 
prayer and supplication, sackcloth 
and ashes, Daniel prayed a prayer 
of heartbroken confession and 
said, “O Lord, the great and 
dreadful God, keeping the cove- 
nant and mercy to them that 
love him, and to them that keep 
his commandments; We have sin- 
ned oie: 94.. 5). 


Waiting before God with fasting 
and confessions and tears, these 
two men were inspired to pray, 
“QO Lord God of heaven, the great 
and terrible God,” and “O Lord, 
the gréat and dreadful God.” And 
do not think that these were 
isolated cases. In Nehemiah 4:14, 
Nehemiah said, “Remember the 
Lore; which is great and terrible 
... In prayer, again in Nehe- 
miah 9:32, he said, “Now there 
fore, our God, the great, the migh- 
ty, and the terrible God...” 

God is called “a mighty God 
and terrible’ in Deuteronomy 7: 
21. He is called “God of gods, and 
Lord of lords, a great God, a 
mighty, and a terrible...” in 
Deuteronomy 10:17. 

Strange and terrible language 
is used about God. Isaiah, the 
silver-tongued evangelist of the 
Old Testament, by divine inspira- 
tion speaks often of the coming 
Messiah, and speaks words of 
comfort and salvation. But he also 
gives the sternest warnings. We 
are told that Jerusalem has 
“drunk at the hand of the Lord 
the cup of his fury,” in the sack 
of the city and the captivity of 
Israel (Isa. 51:17). After the ter- 
rible desolation of Jerusalem with 
most of the people slain, the walls 
torn down, the temple itself de- 
stroyed, God said, “Thy sons have 
fainted, they lie at the head of 
all the streets, as a wild bull in 
a net: they are full of the fury of 
the Lord, the rebuke of thy God” 
(Isa. 51:20). In Isaiah 59:18, God 
promises “he will repay, fury to 
his adversaries, recompence to his 
enemies.” At His second coming, 
the Saviour promises, “And I will 
tread down the people in mine an- 
ger, and make them drunk in my 
fury” (Isa. 63:6). He speaks of 
the terrible destruction at the 
Battle of Armageddon, when 
Christ will come, riding upon a 
white horse and the armies of 
Heaven following Him, when He 
will tread the winepress of the 


wrath of God, and have His gar- 


ments sprinkled with their blood! 


Indeed the wrath of God is of- 
ten pictured, throughout the writ- 
ings of the prophets, as bringing 
the threat of sword and famine, 
the cup of God’s fury, the pour- 
ing out of His wrath, His ven- 
geance for sin. 

They do not properly represent 
God who speak of Him only as a 
God of love and mercy. He is a 
God of righteousness, a holy God. 
He is a God of judgment, of ven- 
geance. He is a jealous God, visit- 
ing the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children. How plainly we 
are warned “It is a fearful thing 
to fall into the hands of the liv- 
ing God” (Heb. 10:31). All this 
modern teaching of grace without 


law, of faith without repentance, 


wa fb 


of God’s mercy without God's 
wrath, the preaching of a Heaven 
without a Hell, this preaching of 
salvation without preaching on sin 
is a perversion of God’s truth. 
It misrepresents God. It is a dis- 
honest presentation of God’s mes- 
sage. God is a terrible God, a 
dreadful God, a God of fury a- 
gainst sin, a God who brings ven- 
geance, a God to be feared, a God 
before whom sinners should trem- 
ble. 


But to speak of a dreadful God, 
a terrible and terrifying God, a 
God of fury and consuming fire 
shocks and offends many. Does 
not such a doctrine tend to a 
spirit of fear? Most people have 
absorbed the modern credo, “Em- 
phasize the positive, eliminate the 
negative,” without realizing that 
it was a part of humanism, a sub- 
tle rebellion against the Chris- 
tian philosophy and the historic 
Christian position. 


We ought to fear a dreadful, 
terrible God. Fear of the Lord is 
held out, throughout the Bible, as 
one of the greatest of all virtues. 
It is the foundation of Christian 
character and sainthood. It is nec- 
essarily involved in any genuine 
repentance. 


I have just gone through the 
Oxford Concordance and have 
found that it lists fifteen passages 
of Scripture in which we are 
commanded to love the Lord or 
where love for the Lord is men- 
tioned as a virtue, while it lists 
forty-six passages of Scripture 
where the fear of the Lord is com- 
manded or listed as a virtue! 


We are told three distinct times 
that “the fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom” (Ps. 111:10; 
Prov. 1:7; Prov. 9:10). It is only a 
worldly, human wisdom that can do 
without godly fear. We are told 
that the fear of the Lord prolongs 
life (Prov. 10:27; 19:23; 14:27). 
The fear of the Lord is the way to 
success and plenty (Prov. 15:16). 
And throughout the Bible godly 
men and women are mentioned as 
those who fear God! The divine- 
ly inspired record tells us how the 
wisest man on earth concluded, 
“Fear God, and keep his com- 
mandments: for this is the whole 
duty of man” (Eccles. 12:13). 

In Hebrews 5:7, we are told 
that the dear Lord Jesus, praying 
in. Gethsemane, “was heard in 
that he feared.” 

A sinner is held up to us as 
one who does not fear God. In 
that terrible list of fourteen in- 
dictments against the whole hu- 
man race in Romans 3:9-18, the 
last and final climax showing the 
iniquity of the natural human 
heart is given in these words: 
“There is no fear of God before 
their eyes.” Not to fear God is 
sin. It is not an accidental sin, 
nor an incidental one. The one 
who does not fear God is not 
trapped into sin. He plunges head- 
long, arrogantly, sneeringly into 
sin. He despises all God’s warnings 
and mocks at God’s power and 
holiness. Oh, such ardreadful, ter- 
rible God as we have ought to be 
feared! 

Fear is a noble motive when 
it be fear toward God. We are 
told that Noah, moved with fear, 
built an ark to the saving of his 
house (Heb. 11:7). We are urgent- 
ly admonished to win souls with a 
holy fear. “Others save with fear, 
pulling them out of the fire; hat- 
ing even the garment spotted by 
the flesh’ (Jude 23). And Paul 
the apostle, speaking of the judg- 
ment seat of Christ where every 
Christian will one day be assem- 
bled “that every one may receive 
the things done in his body, ac- 


eording to that he hath done, 


whether it be good or bad” tells 
us, “Knowing therefore the terror 
of the Lord, we persuade men 
go EE Cor. 3:36. 12). Omee 
as a young preacher, I preached 
on “The Terror of the Lord,” ad- 
dressing unsaved people. And well 


sinners might tremble, but here} 


the Scripture speaks of Christians 
who will tremble when they meet 
the Lord Jesus and see their 
works made manifest and receive 


trewards or suffer loss, according 


to whether their works are wood, 
hay, and stubble or gold, silver, 
and precious stones (I Cor. 3: 
12-15). 

I remember with what. godly 
fear I regarded my saintly fa- 
ther. I can remember only once 
or twice when he whipped me 
and the whipping was severe, but 
I was not primarily afraid of 
chastisement. But to feel that I 
had been unworthy of my father, 


‘that I had grieved him, that I 
had disappointed and shamed him 
—gsuch a thought was terrifying to 
me. I had such reverence for his 
goodness and his wisdom and his 
high standards that I would have 
ridden “the--wildestshorse before I 
would let him think I was. afraid, 
and I would have attempted the 
impossible task before I would let 


him think I was a quitter! Fear,. 


the right kind of fear, is a noble 
motive. And a holy God should in- 
spire fear in the breast of every 
thoughtful and reasonable person. 
O dreadful God! O great and 
terrible God! 


II. God’s Dealixg With the 
Whole Race Is Terrible 

Nehemiah, exiled in _ far-off 
Babylon, with his nation scatter- 
ed, Jerusalem battered and des- 
troyed, the temple gone, under 
the curse of God, prayed for 
mercy on God’s people and said, 
“IT beseech thee, O Lord God of 
heaven, the great and terrible God 
... ” (Neh, 1:5). And Daniel, 
brooding and weeping over the 
same unspeakable tragedy of Is- 
rael reaping for her sins, prayed, 
“O Lord, the great and dread- 
ful God...” (Dan. 9:4). They 
were moved at the thought of 
Israel’s sins and _ punishment. 
They wept and fasted before God 
as they trembled under His ter- 
ror. 

But God’s dealing with the 
whole human race shows that He 
is a dreadful God. 

Once the only man and woman 
lived in a paradise of beauty with 
no disease, no sickness, no pain, 
no distress and no want. All nature 
was en rapport. There were no 
beasts of prey. There were no 
disease germs. There were no 
thorns or briars. And God Himself 
walked in the garden and had 
perfect fellowship with the man 
He had created in His own image. 
But soon God had put the man 
and woman outside the Garden 
of Eden in His fury, and set 
an angel with a flaming sword 
to keep man away from the tree 


of life. God had pronounced death | 


upon the human race. Adam and 
Eve had already died spiritually 
and now must be born again or go 


of God. 

They had already begun to age. 
They had already begun to die. 
Adam had his first cold. Eve a- 
woke with a headache. Now they 
began to be tired. Before long, 
gray appeared in the hair. Joints 
began to stiffen. Death had passed 
on the whole race. 

Eve conceived, but it was in 
pain and sorrow that she brought 
forth her child. And the child was 
accursed and became a murder- 
er and an outcast. 

Now they could not pluck their 
fruit in ease but Adam must toil 
and, with the sweat of his face, 
wrest food from an unwilling soil. 
The animals now were all the 
enemies of man. There were 
thorns to scratch and insects to 
sting. Nature now knew storms 
and thunderbolts and floods, with 
pitiless heat at some times, with 
frigid cold at others, with ac- 
cidents and _ disease besetting 
mankind. Let us face it frank- 
ly, this world is under a curse. 


forever to Hell, away from the face | 


‘The whole creation groans in tra- 
vail because God has turned an 
angry face toward the world He 
created, and toward the race that 
He made! 


When Adam saw Eve in the 
garden and loved her, fresh from 
the. hand of God, there was a smile 
of wonderful purity and sweetness 
in her face. Soon his love was 
grieved to see her eyes filled with 
tears, to see her face become lin- 
ed with trouble. Soon both of them 
knew the tragedy of the death of 
Abel, the broken heart over Cain. 


And as certain as the Bible is 
true, God Himself must take re- 
sponsibility for sending the curses, 
the plagues, the tears, the blood- 
shed, the old age and pain and 
death which come as the inevit- 
able result of sin. God hates sin! 
His fury is poured out on un- 
repentent sinners! He is a jealous 
God visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children, even 
to the third and fourth genera- 
tion of them that hate Him. It 
is true that sin has in it the seeds 
of death, but it is God who set 
up that righteous and holy plan 
that sin must be punished. It is 
true that the wages of sin is 
death, but it is God who is the 
paymaster and who sees that a 
sinner receives his just dues. God 
said to Adam, “I have cursed the 
ground for thy sake.” We must 
know that it is with tender love, 
and we must know that it is for 
man’s sake and for man’s good, 
in view of the circumstances, and 
yet we dare not ignore the fact 
that it is God Himself who has 
cursed the earth. He says so. 
Oh, what a terrible God who put 
Adam and Eve out of. the gar- 
den and set the sword of His 
wrath against them because of 
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Is God a ‘‘Dirty Bully’’? 
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one sin! Oh, the great and ter- 
rible God, the dreadful God who 
allowed death to come upon the 
whole race because of sin! 


I think we may look upon the 
ghastly wars of the ages and say 
that they prove the fury of a 
God who is properly and righteous- 
ly angered by sin and brings 
the punishment of sin. We dare 
not think that there are set up 
in this universe any forces that 
God could not control. They simp- 
ly are not here. We dare not 
suppose that there are events 
and processes which God Himself 
cannot control. It simply is not 
true. God Himself so hates sin 
that it must be punished and is 
punished and will be punished, All 
the bloodshed, all the tears, all 
the weeping, all the pain, all the 
death in this world go to prove 
that there is a dreadful, terrible 
God, and that His fury is poured 
out on sin. O dreadful God! O 
great and terrible God! 


III. God Is Dreadful and Terri- 
ble in His Punishment of 
 Jsrael’s Sin 


The -Bible makes much of Is- 
rael as a chosen people of God. 
How dear to God are the Jews! 
God promised Abraham _ that 
through his seed all nations of 
earth should be blessed. And He 
used the singular word, “seed,” 
not “seeds,” because He meant 
Christ. So Paul tells us in Gala- 
tians 3:16. And God gave to 
Abraham and his seed the land 
of Canaan for an everlasting pos- 
session. Then God promised David 
that of his seed, He would raise 
up one to sit on his throne for- 
ever (II Sam. 7:10-17). He repeat- 
ed the same blessed promise to 
Mary about Jesus before the Sav- 
iour was born (Luke 1:26-35). God 
says about Israel, “I have loved 
thee with an everlasting love...” 
(Jer. 31:3.) And the heart cry 
of God after sinning Israel is 
like .aman_ grieving over an 
adulterous but still-loved wife. 
God loves Israel unspeakably, and 
dhas... promised..one .day to —re- 
gather and save ae remnant 
of Israel and set Christ on the 
throne of David, reigning over the 
house of Jacob forever. 


But God’s punishment of Israel’s 
sins has sometimes reached a fury 
to make men tremble. 


Remember how, in the wilder- 
hess at Kadesh-Barnea when Jew- 
ish people doubted God and be- 
lieved the unfaithful spies, feared 
to go into the land, God’s anger 
mounted and God warned them 
that He would keep them in that 
wilderness until all these rebels 
died and their carcases rotted in 
the desert; then He would take 
their children into the land of 
promise! The plagues, those acts 
of God, those direct punishments 
that came upon the nation Israel 
taking many thousands suddenly 
to death, are a solemn warning 
that even His beloved Israelites 
could not sin with impunity. 


After the children of Israel had 
danced naked around the golden 
calf, Moses, speaking for God, had 
the Levites go among the people 
and kill 3,000, as God’s judgment. 
At Taberah, in the wilderness, the 
complaining of the people dis- 
pleased the Lord. “And the Lord 
heard it; and his anger was kind- 
led; and the fire of the Lord burnt 
among them, and consumed them 
that were in the uttermost parts 
of the camp” (Num, 11:1). Then 
to the complaining people God 
sent quails, more than they could 
eat, but “while the flesh was yet 
between their teeth, ere it was 
chewed, the wrath of the Lord 
was kindled against the people, 
and the Lord smote the people 
with a very great plague” (Num. 
11:33). Oh, the hot anger of this 
dreadful, terrible God! 

When Korah, Dathan and Abi- 
ram gathered a congregation a- 
bout them in rebellion against 
Moses and the priesthood of Aaron 
and the Levites, God had Moses 
tell the other people to come 
away from the tents of these 
wicked men. Then the earth open- 


ed under them and swallowed them 


up, and all the people that were 
with them. They “went down a- 
live into the pit, and the earth 
closed upon them: and they per- 
ished from among the congrega- 
tion” (Num. 16:33). Still others 
complained and-rebelled over that 


heavy and terrible hand of God 
and a plague started that killed 
14,700 more! O dreadful, terrible 
God, the God of hot anger a- 
gainst sin, the furious God who 
brought judgment on sin! 


Then later the people complain- 
ed. “And the people spake against 
God, and Moses, Wherefore have 
ye brought us up out of Egypt 
to die in the wilderness? for there 
is no bread, neither is there any 
water; and our soul loatheth this 
light bread. And the Lord sent 
fiery serpents among the peo- 
ple, and they bit the people; and 
much people of Israel died’? (Num. 
21:5, 6). It is true that God had 
Moses make a serpent of brass 
and taught the people to look to 
the serpent of brass and be heal- 
ed, but only after many Jews had 
died in this plague because of re- 
bellion and sin. 


When the false prophet, Bala- 
am, came and could nct bring a 
curse upon Israel when he was 
bribed by King Balak, God spar- 
ed His people. But later the peo- 
ple were enticed to commit whore- 
dom with the daughters of Moab. 
The anger of God burned so hot 
against this sin that 24,000 
Israelites died of a plague from 
before the Lord! Only when the 
young priest, Phinehas, with a 
holy indignation that partook of 
the wrath of God, seized a jave- 
lin and went after an Israelitish 
man and a Midianitish princess 
into the tent and “thrust both 
of them through, the man of 
Israel, and the woman through 
her belly’—only then was the 
plague stayed with 24,000 victims 
of sin and of God’s wrath to be 
buried! 

Read the book of Judges; see 
how God turned the Jews over 
to their enemies again and again. 
The death of thousands, long 
periods of slavery, poverty and 
disgrace occurred when again and 
again God’s anger was raised a- 
gainst Israel and He “sold them 
to their enemies!” Oh, how true 
it is that “Our God is a consum- 
ing fire.” How true it is that “It 
is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God.” 


Later after great blessings, the 
people forgot God. Idolatry and 
every kind of wickedness were 
manifestations among the people 
when they forsook their God. Af- 
ter repeated warnings, first the 
northern kingdom, Israel and then 
Judah was given into captivity 
under the armies of Nebuchad- 
nezzar of Babylon. The city - it- 
self was terribly destroyed. The 
walls were broken down, the gates 
burned, the palaces, even the tem- 
ple of God destroyed. The gold 
and silver vessels of the temple 
were taken to Shinar to the house 
of Nebuchadnezzar’s god. The 
handful that were left after so 


many men, women, and children} ¢ 


were slain were carried to Babylon 


for the seventy year’s captivity. O} / 


Israel, how heavy was-the hand 
of thy God upon thee! I do not 
wonder that in that far-off land 
when Nehemiah prayed he said, 
“CQ. Lord God of heaven, the great 
and terrible God...” ! I do not 


wonder that Daniel fasting in 
sackcloth, pleading for Israel, 
cried out, “O Lord, the great 
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and dreadful God... 


In mercy God brought a rem- 
nant of Israel back in the days of 
Ezra and Nehemiah. The land was 
peopled again. Jerusalem was re- 
built. The temple was restored. 
The Saviour was born in little 
Bethlehem nearby. He ministered 
in Galilee, in Capernaum, and of- 
ten at Jerusalem. He presented 
Himself to His people, riding into 
the city as prophesied, upon a colt, 
the foal of an ass. He was hated, 
betrayed, slandered. He was ar- 


rested, given a mock trial. The} 


people shouted for His blood. The 
wicked Pharisees and scribes led 
in forcing the hand of Pilate. The 
Saviour had His beard plucked 
out, had a crown of thorns put 
upon His head, was beaten with 
a Roman scourge, and then led 
out the Way of Sorrews to Cal- 
vary. There, stripped naked midst 
the mockery of the people, Jesus 
died. 

But vengeance was coming upon 
Jerusalem. Jesus had warned 
“When ye shall see Jerusalem 
compassed with armies, then 
know that the desolation there- 
of is nigh . . . For these be the}; 


| 


days of vengeance, that all things 
which are written may be fulfil- 
led” (Luke 21:20, 22). About A, 
D. 70, Titus, with a Roman army, 
besieged Jerusalem. The city was 
swollen with people. But as the 
siege was prolonged, the famine 
began. Bit by bit, the power and 
will to defend the city was gone. 
It is said that the Roman soldiers 
cut down every tree within the 
whole area large enough to make 
a cross upon which rebellious 
Jews were crucified. The city was 
taken with dreadful slaughter. 
Josephus, the Jewish historian, 
says that 1,100,000 Jews were 
slain! Some 50,000, it is said, were 
sold into captivity. The temple 
was burned to the ground and 
the stones were pried apart so 
that not one stone remained upon 
another! Jerusalem was left des- 
olate. Jews were scattered to all 
the nations of the earth where 
they are to this day, except a 
small rebellious, unbelieving rem- 
nant. And still the sufferings of 
Israel go on. Of fifteen million 
Jews in the world, it is said that 
Hitler murdered some six million! 
O God! O great, dreadful, terrible 
God! Oh, the God who is jealous 
of His great name, the God who 
hates sin, the God who will not 
let sin get by unpunished! O 
dreadful, terrible God! 


IV. The Dreadful Death 
Penalty Required by a 
Terrible God! 

Everytime some notorious mur- 
derer is about to suffer the legal 
penalty of death for his crime, 


floods of letters come from hy- 
sterical people to law enforcement 


and executives, pleading or de- 
manding that the law be not en- 
forced, that the guilty criminal 


these letters come from sentimen- 
tal Christians or professing Chris- 
tians. Ministers joined with com- 
munists in trying to stop’ the 
wheels of justice in the case of 
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, who 
sold atomic secrets to Russia and 
threatened the lives and happiness 
of millions. Silly people pled for 
Mrs. Bonnie Heady and Carl Aus- 
tin Hall who kidnapped and bru- 
tally beat and then shot little 
Bobby Greenlease for ransom in 
Kansas City, in 1953. There is a 
continual propaganda, much of it 
by church groups, to do away 
with capital punishment. But none 
of these people represent the 
sentiment of God, nor the teach- 
ings of the Bible. It is God Him- 
self who set up the death penal- 
ty as punishment for certain 
crimes. 


After the flood, God told Noah, 
“Surely your blood of your lives 
will I require; at the hand of 
every beast will I require it, and 
at the hand of every man; at the 
hand of every man’s brother will 
I require the life of man. Whoso 
sheddeth man’s blood, by man 
shall his blood be shed: for in 
the image of God made he man” 
(Gen. 9:5, 6). It is part of God's 
moral law that murder should be 
punished by death. 


This same law was very strictly 


officers and the pardoning boards 


not suffer the penalty. Many of 


incorporated into the Mosaic law. 
In Exodus 21:12-16 we have the 
following solemn commandment: 

“He that smiteth a man, so that 
he die, shall be surely put to: 
death. And if a man lie not in 
wait, but God deliver him into 
his hand; then I will appoint thee 
a place whither he shall flee, 
But if a man come presumptuously 
upon his neighbour, to slay him 
with guile; thou shalt take him 
from mine altar, that he may die, 
And he that smiteth his father or 
his mother, shall be surely put to 
death. And he that stealeth a man 
and selleth him, or if he be found 
in his hand, he shall surely be put 
to death.” 

Here God requires the death 
penalty for deliberate murder, 
first degree murder. And God adds 
the same death penalty for one 
even who smites his father or his 
mother. God pronounces the same 
penalty for kidnapping. The Lind- 
bergh Law was first written in 
the Book of God before it was 
written in the statutes of Ameri- 
ca, 


And God adds ‘“‘And he that cur- 
seth his father, or his mother, 
shall surely be put to death” 
(verse 17). 


The death penalty was also re- 
quired for adultery. In Leviticus 
20:10 the Scripture says, “And 
the man that committeth adultery 
with another man’s wife, even he 
that committeth adultery with his 
neighbour’s wife, the adulterer 
and the adulteress shall surely be 
put to death,” and the context 


(Continued on page 8) 
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[) Jack Holcomb “It 
Took A Miracle’? Word 
JH-116 (4 records) 


It Took. A Miracle; I'd 
Rather Have Jesus; The 
Holy City; Ship Ahoy; 
Balm in Gilead; It’s 
Real: When I Get To ge 
The End of The Way. 

$4.35. 
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: ({]) Frank Boggs “Yes, 
— God is real’ FB-100, $345 
- (3 records) 


Yes, God Is Real; 
It There; Just A Closer 
Walk With Thee; Good 
News: Steal Away; He’s 
* Got The Whole World In 
== His Hand; Were You 
<< There. 


[] The Game of Life (2 records $2.95). 
(Also on 45 and LP). 
Thrilling description of an 
ary football game between 
anity and Forces of Evil. 


imagin- 
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[] Merv 
companied by 
organ. RA 


Rosell on his saxophone, ac- 
Lorin Whitney on the 
100A 3 record album. 
' Down from His Glory: My Father 
Watches Over Me; His Eye Is On 
the Sparrow; Follow I Will Follow 
Thee; Beyond the Sunset; Pass Me 
Not O Gentle Saviour. $3.35 plus 
25c postage and handling. 


"STANDARD 7 © 
x '78 RPM_SINGLES- 


[] What If We Didn’t Have a Christmas— 
Silent Night, Holy Night—A new song, 
an old. favorite, beautifully sung by 
‘Dick Anthony, 

(Singtime Record No. 1502 
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[] Happy Birthday Gentle Saviour — My 
Cactus Christmas Tree. — Two lovely 
new Christmas songs sung in true 
country-western style, by Redd Harper. 
(Singtime Record No, 1104) -.-. $.98 


[] Oh Holy Night—Oh Little Town of 
Bethlehem.—Two old favorites never 
more beautifully presented.—Bill Pearce, 
bass, instrumental & vocal background. 
(Singtime Record No. 1550) ---. $.98 


[] There’s a Song ‘n the Air—Sleep Child 
Divine.—A lasting treasure of enjoyable 


listening, sung by Lorraine Morrison, 
contralto, 
(Singtime Record No. 1061) ~---. $.98 
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fully over this list of favorite records, then 
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[} Christmas Songs by Frank Boggs 
W2023-LP 


Away In A Manger; We Three Kings: 


Silent Night; O Little Town of Bethle- 
hem; The First Noel; While Shepherds 
Watched: Thou Didst Leave Thy 


Throne ; I Wish You A Merry Christmas: 
I heard The Bellis On Christmas Day: 
Sweet Little Jesus Boy: On Gazing At 
An Old Painting; Birthd: ay Of A King. 


[] Lew Charles at the NBC Pipe Organ 


Te RE os ia ei a $3.85 
An Evening Prayer; It Is Well With 
My Soul; Overshadowed : Near The 
Cross; God Will Take Care Of You; 


Glory To His Name; 
Face to Face. 


Trusting Jesus: 


[] Bill Jackson Sings W2024-LP $3.85 
Were You There; If I Gained The 
World: God Understands; It Took A 
Miracle; The Love of God; My Saviour 
First Of All; Roll, Jordan, Roll; David 

and Goliath.—A magnificant baritone 

voice. 


(} Howard and Ada Skinner—Vocal duets 
—SS1001. Jesus is All I Need; Lord, 
Send Me; Jesus Lover of my Soul. Solos 
by Ada Skinner, Is It Not Wonderful: 
Oh What a Day. Solos by Howard Skin- 
ner, Songs in the Night; I Will Never 
Leave Thee, Organ rendition by Howard 
Skinner, Ivory Palaces. 
postage and handling. 


$3.35 plus 25¢ 


[] Redd Harper Album 
Lord, Keep Your Han 
On Me; My Testimony 
Song; What a- Friend 
We Have in Jesus; Show 
Me The Way; Each Step 
of the Way; A Quiet 
Time; Just. A Closer 
Walk With Thee; I’m 
Singing For My Lord. 

$3.65 


No. LP-RH 51. 


REDD HARPER 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Wheaton, Illinois 


My Name 


[]} Redd Harper Album No. LP-RH-53. 
Walkin’ and Talkin’ With Jesus; I’m 
A Happy, Happy Christian: Rally 
‘Round The Cross; What This Country 
Needs: Sometimes; Always Remember- 
ed: Turn Back To God America; Be- 
ves NN as $3.63 


[] Sengs of Christmas—New and Old, A 
beautiful new album featuring Lorraine 
Morrison, Dick Anthony, Bill Pearce and 


Redd Harper. See “Standard 78 RPM’ 

listing for titles. 

(Singtime Album No. LPS 50) ~~ $2.98 
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[] Frank Boggs “The Old Rugged 
Cross”  Wrr-8606. —..........-- $1.58 
The Old Rugged Cross; My Heavenly 
Father Watches Over Me; Stranger of 
Galilee; Then Jesus Came—i(also on 
LP and 78s). 


[] “Longing For Jesus” by Dick 


Baker WEP-1002 $1.58 
Longing For Jesus; He Bought My Soul 
At Calvary: Heartac hes: When He 


Reached Down His Hand For Me (Also 
on LP). 


[] “In The Garden” Organ meditations 
by Al Illick W2011-EP 
In The Garden; Beyond The Sunset; 
Heartaches: The Old Rugyved Cross; 
When The Shadows Flee Away: Saved 
By Grace: He Lifted Me; What A 
Friend—(Also on.LP). 


[} Songs of Chiiinena ew and Old. A 
beautiful new album featuring Lorraine 
Morrison, Dick Anthony, Bill Pearce 
and Redd Harper. See “Standard 78 
RPM”’ histing for titles. 

(Singtime Album No. EPS 50) ~~ $2.98 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, November 18, 1955 


Is God a “Dirty Bully’’? 


(Continued from page 7) 


pronounces the death penalty on 
sodomy and other sexual perver- 
sion. 

Oh, God hates sin, and God re- 

quires that it be punished. 
. God also required the death 
penalty for idolatry. If a man or 
woman were found who had “gone 
and served other gods, and wor- 
shipped them, either the sun, or 
moon, or any of the host of 
heaven . Then shalt thou bring 
forth that man or that woman, 
which have committed that wick- 
eq thing, unto thy gates, even 
that man or that woman, and 
shalt stone them with stones, till 
they die.” Two or three witnesses 
proving idolatry required the 
death penalty (Deut. 17:1-7). 

God even required that a rebel- 
lious and stubborn son should be 
stoned. The father and the mother 
were to bring him to the gate of 
the city and report him to the 
elders. “And they shall say unto 
the elders of his city, This our 
son is stubborn and_ rebellious, 
he will not obey our voice; he 
is a glutton, and a drunkard. And 
all the men of his city. shall stone 
him with stones, that he die: so 
shalt thou put evil away from a- 
mong you; and all Israel shall 
hear, and fear.” (Deut. 21:20,21). 

‘Think, if you will, of all the 
heartbroken mothers whose boys 
were stoned to death by the com- 
mand of God. Think, if you will, 
of those who died for murder, for 
adultery, for blasphemy, for kid- 
napping, for smiting a father or 
mother, or for cursing them. 
Think of the heartbroken father 
and mother who bring their own 
son and condemn him to die by 
stoning because he is stubborn, 
rebellious, and a drunkard. And 
think of all the heartbreak 
through the years over those who 
have gone to die for their sins 
and remember that this is the 
plan of God. Oh, the terrible God, 
the dreadful God who requires 
that men be sent out to meet 
Him unprepared, requires. that 
men have lives cut short suddenly, 
though it be almost certain that 

- many of them will go straight to 
Hell. How hot is God’s wrath 
against sin! What fury burns in 
the heart of God against the im- 
penitent sinner! O dreadful God! 
O terrible God! 


V. God’s Hell Is Terrible 


God is more often slandered 
and bemeaned and hated for the 
Bible doctrine of Hell than for 
any other reason, we suppose. 
Voltaire, Thomas Paine, Robert 
Ingersoll all hated the idea of Hell 
and blamed God for Hell. From 
these infidels and others like 
them, modern infidels in the 
church, pretending to be Chris- 
tians but holding to exactly the 
same attitude and beliefs of the 
more honest renegades who avow 
their infidelity, follow the same 
pattern. The God who would con- 
demn sinners to Hell is, to Bish- 
op Oxnam, a “dirty bully.” To 
Dr. Buttrick, like the French 
skeptic, “That God is my devil.” 

‘Hell is not only an absolute 
essential of the historic Christian 
pdsition. It is the most awful 
fact in the universe of God! 
Christianity stands or falls on the 
Bible fact of Hell. If there is 
no Hell, there is no Heaven, If 
Hell is not true, then the Bible 
is not true. If Hell is not true, 
then Jesus Christ is not true for 

. He had more to say about it 
than any prophet of the Old 
Testament or any apostle of the 
New. If there is no Hell, then 
the atonement is a farce and the 
death of Christ would be the 
stupidity of God! Any so-called 
Christianity that leaves out Hell 
is not philosophically intelligent, 
is not morally respectable, and 
could not claim to be historic, 
Bible Christianity. But Hell is so 
awful that it should make every 
thoughtful person shudder. Hell is 
a‘ sign of the fury of a terrible, 
dreadful God who hates sin and 
who must punish it! 

O dreadful God who made this 
prison house, this penitentiary for 
sinners, this eternal isolation ward 
for the incurable contagion of sin! 

‘O dreadful, terrible God, who 
plainly warned “The wicked shall 
be turned into hell, and all the 
nations that forget God” (Ps. 9: 
17). 

i The stink, the offense, the hor- 
ror of Hell is indicated when the 


* 


Saviour called it Gehenna, naming 
it after the burning garbage dump 
“where their worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched” (Mark 
9:44), 

© dreadful, terrible God, who 
planned such a lonely, remorse- 
ful fate for people who are like 
“trees whose fruit withereth, 
without fruit, twice dead, plucked 
up by the roots; Raging waves 
of the sea, foaming out their own 
shame; wandering stars, to whom 
is reserved the blackness of dark- 
ness for ever” (Jude. 12, 13). 


O dreadful God, who makes 
Hell a place of memory so that 
to the rich man in Hell, Abra- 
ham can say with a kindness that 
is, itself, torment, “Son, remember 
that thou in thy lifetime re- 
ceivedst thy good things... ” 
(Luke 16:25), 


It is dreadful to think that Hell 
is a place of actual torment. “I 
am tormented in this flame” are 
the words which the dear Saviour 
Himself quoted from the mouth 
of the rich man in Hell (Luke 
16:24). 

It is horrible that Hell is a place 
of fire. I read of an airplane 
accident. A pilot was caught in 
the crushed plane which caught 
fire. Little by little the fire 
roasted the pilot who screamed 
and cried and prayed and begged 
people to shoot him until at last 
an Officersdid put a bullet through 
the brain to stop the suffering 
of the man they could not save, 
could not rescue! I was so hor- 
rified at the thought of that man’s 
torture that it stayed with me 
for days. But great, terrible, 
dreadful God, what will it be in 
Hell where there is a lake of fire 
and brimstone burning forever! 

You may quibble about the fire. 
I do not. Jesus said fire, and I 
am not one to change the words 
of Jesus. He said “a furnace of 
fire’ (Matthew 13:42, 50). He 
warned people to avoid at any 
cost being “cast into everlasting 
fire’ and “cast into hell fire” 
(Matt. 18: 8, 9). 

And oh, how dreadful is the an- 
ger, how fearful the fury of a 
God who has prepared that Hell 
to go on forever! So that we are 
told “The same shall drink of the 
wine of the wrath of God, which 
is poured out without mixture 
into the cup of his indignation; 
and he shall be tormented with 
fire and brimstone in the pres- 
ence of the holy angels, and in 
the presence of the Lamb: And 


lthe smoke of their torment as- 


cendeth up for ever and ever: and 
they have no rest day nor night, 
who worship the beast...” (Rev. 
14:10, 11). The torment goes on! 
The fire continues to burn! Men 
still remember their lost opportu- 
nities, their rejection of Christ, 
their flagrant sin! And the smoke 
of their torment ascends forever 
and ever. They have no rest 
through the day. The night brings 
no peace and that unending cy- 
cle torment goes on. There is no 
hope for reconciliation with God, 
no future opportunity for repent- 
ance. Indeed, there is. not even 
any tendency toward repentance, 
any intention to repent in Hell. 
What a dreadful God who sets 
such a punishment for impenitent 
sinners! 

Men must come to one con- 
clusion or another. If God is not 
a dirty bully like the infidels 
and modernists say, then He must 
hate sin with holy hatred. God’s 
destruction of the wicked in Hell 
is terrible! And He whose rage, 
whose jealousy, whose vengeance 
is so horrible, must be a dread- 
ful, terrible God as the Bible 
says! 


VI. God’s Bloody Sacrifice of 
His Son Is Terrible! 

Unbelievers have long mocked 
at “the Gospel of she shambles” 
and have called the historic Chris- 
tian doctrine of the atonement 
“slaughterhouse religion.” Oh, in- 
fidels, wicked unbelievers, seien- 


| tists, historians, statesmen all say 


fine things about Jesus Christ. 
But the unconverted and rebel- 
lious sinners hate the idea that 
Christ actually died for the sins- 
of mankind. Paul wrote, even 
weeping of certain people, ‘that 
they are the enemies of the cross 
of Christ” (Phil. 3:18). And he 
wrote the churches of Galatia of 
“the offense of the cross” (Gal. 5: 
11). How well Paul knew the op- 


‘position of the natural man to 
God’s plan of salvation by a 
bloody sacrifice. He said, “For the 
preaching of the cross is to them 
that. perish foolishness ... ” 
(I Cor. 1:18). ; | 

So some modern religious 
writers speak with disgust of the 
doctrine of salvation by the blood 
of Christ. 

I think that the cross is, in 
some ways, the most terrible evi- 
dence of the wrath of God, the 
most certain evidence of the eter- 
nal ruin of a Christ rejecting sin- 
ner! When God gave His Son to 
a bloody, cruel, unjust death on 
the cross at the hand of vile 
sinners, it was a dreadful, terrible 
act of a dreadful, terrible God! 

First, the stream of blood, down 
through the centuries, that led 
to and pointed to the cross of 
Christ is a terrible thing when 
viewed with its divine meaning. 
Ever since God took innocent 
beasts and slew them to get a 
covering for Adam and Eve and 
their nakedness in the Garden of 
Eden, blood has been shed in 
rivers, aS an object lesson of the 
coming. sacrifice of Jesus Christ, 
when -He should pour out His blood 
upon Calvary for.the sins of the 
world. 

The passover lamb was sacrific- 
ed by every large family, or one 
lamb for two smaller families, 
for some 1,500 years, between the 
time the children of Israel came 
out of Egypt down to the cruci- 
fixion. We suppose that there was 
an average of at least a quar- 
ter of a million lambs killed every 
year for 1,500 years. That would 
make a total of 375 million slain 
for that one yearly Passover ob- 
servance through the years. That 
does not take into account all 


the other sacrifices, the first-born 
of the flock, the morning and 
evening sacrifice, the bullocks, the 
rams, the red heifers, the turtle- 
doves, the pigeons. Oh, what a 
river of blood! It was blood, blood, 
innocent blood, shed to remind 
men that a holy God must have 
vengeance for sin! It was a re- 
minder that only by the shedding 
of blood could there be any re- 
mission. That river of gore flow- 
ing down through the centuries 
made familiar to every Jew the 
lesson of God’s anger on sin. 
Every time a sacrifice was put 
upon the fire on the brazen al- 
tar, it spoke of God’s judgment 
on sin. O dreadful God! 

Even the incarnation of Jesus 
Christ was a dreadful matter, if 


we look on it from the heavenly || 


viewpoint. The fact that Jesus 
Christ, Creator, mighty God, in- 
finite, holy, eternal one, should 
empty Himself, limit Himself, hu- 
miliate Himself, by coming into 
this world, is beyond humart com- 
prehension! How cruel that Jesus 
must leave the loving attention 
and praises of the angels who 
bowed before Him in holy ecstacy 
and praise! How sad that He who 
knew all things must now lay 
aside the outward manifestation 
of His wisdom. He who made all 
things must now lay aside the 
active manifestation of His power. 
He who is God must become also 
man. He must be born of a wo- 
man’s womb, nursed at a woman’s 
breast, enter into all the weak- 
ness, poverty, sorrows and trouble 
of mankind! He who was rich 
must become poor, He who is 
Creator must become creature. 
He who is infinitely holy must 
live with sinners and be counted 
a sinner. Oh, holy condescension! 


And oh, the dreadful God who 
would require such a price that 
men might be saved! 


What a dreadful requirement 
that the hatred of God for sin (and 
His love for sinners should require 
Jesus to live a life of poverty 
among men for thirty odd years. 
He lived in the home of a peasant 
of Nazareth. He grew up in a dis- 
reputable province. He knew such 
poverty that he could say, “The 
foxes have holes, and the birds of 
the air have nests; but the Son 
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Parillonic Belle ‘ 
can give your church a heavenly 


voice in the community. 


Their beautiful bell music daily 
identifies the church as a source of 


spiritual life. Churchmen every- 
where find they actually benefit 
the church 10 ways. They: 
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. Increase aitendance. 
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. Inspire new character in many. 
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Secure full details on benefits, per- 
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25F27A Carillon Hill, SELLERSVILLE, PA. 
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Says Professor Faris D. Whitesell, 
Th.D., D.D.: 

“The first chapter is worth the 
price of the book. Chapter 7 by 
Dr. B, H. Carroll is one of the 
greatest sermons ever preached. 
| Every chapter contains something 
worth while. I wish this book 
could be in every Christian home 
in America.” 
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Says President Bob Jones, Jr., 
Litt.D.D., L.H.D., LL.D.: 

“This is in many respects a 
most excellent book. No antholo- 
gy .. . will completely satisfy 
anyone, as tastes and tempera- 
ments differ ... THE SWORD 
BOOK OF TREASURES comes 
nearer completely satisfying me 
than any similar volume I have 
ever come across... 
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Says Evangelist Jesse M. Hendley. § 
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“I have found it one of the 
most vital, most satisfying, most ] 
encouraging, most. stimulating, 
most challenging volumes I have 
read in a long time. It is a very 
precious volume ... It can well 
be classified as one of the most 
spiritual books that one could | 
have upon his shelves.” 
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MADE A PRESENT THAT HAS GIVEN ME SO MUCH 
REAL JOY AS ‘THE SWORD BOOK OF TREASURES,’ 
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Is God a “Dirty Bully’? 


(Continued from page 8) 


of man hath not where to lay his 
head” (Matt. 8:20). Even in His 
ministry, He lived by the gifts of 
some humble women who loved 
Him. His disciples sometimes rub- 
bed out raw grain in the fields 
and ate it for hunger. Poor Jesus! 
And oh, the dreadful God that re- 
quires such a price to keep people 
out of Hell! 


This world hated Jesus. Vile, 
wicked men abused Him, spit in 
His face, plucked out His beard, 
crowned Him with thorns. They 
lied about Him. They mocked His 
deity. They beat Him with a Ro- 
man cat-o’-nine-tails till His flesh 
was cut to the bone and the blood 
ran down His back to the door. 
They stripped Him naked and 
forced Him to carry a cross, and 
then on the hill called ‘the place 
of a skull,” they nailed Him to 
“the emblem of suffering and 
shame.” Rough hands lifted the 
cross and set it in its hole. Jesus 
hung there, tormented by wounds, 
wrenched muscles, heat and flies 
and thirst, His naked body stared 
at by unbelievers, His ears as- 
sailed by their raucous, mocking 
laughter. There the blood slowly 
ebbed away. The fever mounted. 
His torment increased. He grew 
weaker and weaker and there He 
died! 

O God, why did you send Jesus 
and require Him to go through the 
torments and shame and humilia- 
tion and suffering of Gethsemane 
and the cross? Why? Why? 


What a dreadful God, to plan it 


that Jesus should die like that! 
How the fury of God against sin 
must have been burning in His 
heart when He arranged that His 
dear Son must leave Heaven and 
give Himself as a man and die 
for the sins of the world, and 
suffer the unspeakable tortures as 
He gave up the ghost between 
two thieves on that hill that look- 
ed like a grinning skull! O dread- 
ful God! O terrible, angry, aveng- 
ing God! 

And it was all planned. Men 
were wicked to do it, but we must 
know that God had planned it so. 
He foretold it in the Old Testa- 
ment. It was foretold that Jesus’ 
face should be so brusied and mar- 
red that he would not look like a 
man (Isa. 52:14). His wounded 
hands, the pierced side, the taunts 
of His enemies, the curse of hang- 
ing on a tree—all that was the 
plan of God long foretold in the 
Old Testament. The passover lamb 
roasted with fire but with no wa- 
ter and eaten with bitter herbs 
pictured the bitter, bitter suffer- 
ings of the Saviour. Oh, what a 
terrible God to require Jesus 
Christ to go through such suffer- 
ing! 

And that is not all. When Jesus 
Christ hung there on a cross, the 
sun hid its face. The sky became 
black. The midnight darkness de- 
Scended, not only over the land- 
Scape but over the soul of Jesus 
Himself. For God the Father turn- 
ed His face away from His Son. 
Jesus was left like a despised 
criminal. He prayed, but He was 
not allowed to call God Father. He 
Was not allowed to plead His 
righteousness. He was not allowed 
to save Himself. If He saved Him- 
self, He could not save us! If He 
Saved Himself, He could not pay 
Sin’s debt, could not appease the 
wrath of God, could not bring 
Justification to condemned and 
doomed sinners. God’s hatred of 
sin drove Jesus on and then God 
forsook Him on the cross. 


The heart cry of Jesus, foretold 
in Psalm 22:1, was uttered on the 
cross: “My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?” God for- 
sook Jesus. If God had not turned 

is face away, Jesus could not 


have died. If God had not turned 


His face away, Jesus would not 
have pictured a sinner, nor have 
paid a sinner’s debt. If God had 
not forsaken Jesus, it would not 
have made -clear the awful tor- 
ment of a sinner, forsaken and 
condemned forever in Hell. So God 
turned away His face from Jesus. 


I think that the crown of thorns 
hurt Jesus. I am sure that the 
Slaps in the face when they blind- 
folded Him and struck Him with 
reeds and said, ‘Prophesy, who is 
hurt Him 
physically and hurt Him worse mm 
His sensitive spirit. I know that 
the Roman cat-o’-nine-tails, the 


- Roman scourge, hurt terribly be- 


“+. 
a" 


cause often men died under the 
pain of the scourging. I am sure 
that to be nailed to the cross and 
to hang there was unspeakable a- 
gony as joint was pulled from 
joint, as the flesh and tendons 
tore from the weight of His body. 
I am sure that the shameful 
taunts of the people were bad. 
Job’s false comforters must have 
broken his heart, but they had 
nothing to say like that which 
broke the heart of Jesus on the 
cross. Judas had betrayed Him. 
Peter had denied Him. All the 
disciples had forsaken Him and 
fled, at least for a_ time. 
The great multitude to whom 
He had preached and whom 
He had blessed now mocked 
Him and called for 
death. The race He came to save 
killed Him. And that ingratitude, 
‘sharper than a serpent’s tooth,’ 
cut Him to the heart. But there 
was no pain for Jesus in all the 
scourging and crucifixion, in all 
of Gethsemane’s bloody sweat, in 
all the hours of agony on the 
cross, like the fact that God the 
Father Himself turned away His 
face from His Son and left Him 
to His fate ... nay, left Him 
to my fate and your fate! Left 
Him to the fate of the drunk- 
ard, the harlot, the infidel, the 
murderer, the thief, the rene- 
gade, the blasphemer. Jesus Christ 
was not only counted a wicked 
criminal by the Roman govern- 
ment and by the people; He was 
counted as a vile, ungodly sin- 
ner, even by God the Father. 
God forsook Jesus on the cross. 

© dreadful God! How far can 
thine anger go in hating and pun- 
ishing sin! O terrible God, who 
requires such a price for sin! 

I do not wonder that the earth 


shuddered and trembled and shook |: 


at such pain, such unjust suf- 
ferings, such a horrible price for 
sin. I do not wonder that such 
sorrow seemed to break the heart 


of nature itself when Jesus died |& 


on the cross. O dreadful, terrible 
God! How God hates sin! 


VII. But God’s Wrath Is 
Equalled by His Mercy 

But wait! When I look with ac- 
cusing eyes at the mighty God, I 
see Him weeping. I find He is 
brokenhearted. I find that God 
has crucified Himself upon that 
cross! 


It is true that Jesus gave Him- 
self to die. It is equally true 
that “God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten 
Son ... ” I have talked about 
how Jesus suffered. But every 
pang of it the Father suffered. 
Every heart break, every bit of 
the disgrace, every bit of the 


ingratitude broke the heart of|¥ 
God, too. I see that the crucifixion | ¥ 
is a picture of a brokenhearted |¥ 
God buying back a wicked race|¢ 
of hellish sinners who ought to|¢ 


be in torment! Oh, God’s anger 


for sin is dreadful and terrible, |; 


but so great, also, is His mercy! 
And I come back to the two 
great texts with which we start- 


ed. Read them again and see the| 
part we have omitted, the part|§% 
we have not discussed. And Nehe- | & 
miah said, “Oh Lord God of heav- | & 
en, the great and terrible God, that |¥ 
keepeth covenant and mercy for|' 
them that love him and observe |! 


his commandents ... 
And Daniel prayed, 
the great and _ dreadful 


ments... 


It is true that Nehemiah cal-|3 
led God Terrible, and Daniel cal-|¥# 
led Him Dreadful. But both of} 
“« , .. keeping the|¥ 
covenant and mercy for them that |¥ 
love him and to them that keep}! 


them said, 


his commandments ...” In the 


death of Jesus Christ we see, not |} 


only the demanding God, but the 
loving, merciful God. We see not 


only a holy God with a burning |} 
indignation against sin, but we}} 


see God, so moved with holy com- 


passion for ungodly sinners that |§ 
He would pay the torments of) 
the damned Himself, in the per-|! 


son of His Son, to keep sinners 
out of Hell! 

Infidels cannot move me with 
their foolish cavilling about the 
flood in which the Bible says that 
God blotted out all the human 
race but eight souls in the ark. 


I know that Mercy had cried/$ 


Hisi§ 


“QO Lord, |¥% 
God, | ® 
keeping the covenant and mercy |% 
to them that love him, and to|® 
them that keep his command-|! 


with a broken heart to every one 
of those sinners and that they 
would not hear. I know that 
Mercy had offered every pleading 
argument that even a holy God 
could forgive, and they would not 
repent. And I know it was God’s 
mercy to cut off little children 
before they should go into the 
same hardened wicked attitude. 
Thank God He could take the in- 
nocent little ones to Himself, and 
He could stop the poisoned, re- 
bellious race from further propa- 
gating. 

I have no respect for the un- 

(Continued on page 10) 
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low, low price of 


The King of the Jews 


by Evangelist John R. Rice. This is the latest, and some 
say the best, book by this popular and powerful author. 
The King of the Jews is a 
verse-by-verse 
on the entire Gospel of Mat- 
thew. The book has 28 chap- 


chapters in the gospel, and 
each chapter is broken up 
into brief sections and each 
section is discussed carefully 
and thoroughly with many 
other 
throw light upon the teach- 
ing. This cross-reference fea- 
ture of the commentary is 
one of the finest and most 
helpful points of the volume. 
Here is a Christmas gift 
that can be (and will be) 
used by the receiver all dur- 
ing the coming year (and 
years). 
loved one picks up this book ~ 
to check some passage, they will think of you and re- 
member your thoughtful kindness at Christmas of 1955. 


The book has over 500 pages, is bound with a sturdy 
library binding with brilliant color, has many commend- () 
able, attractive features and can be purchased at the 
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Formula for Revival 


by Dr. Hyman Appleman. In this book 4 
the brilliant, greatly used Jewish evan- 
gelist has set forth a series of sermons 
dealing with revival that, if heeded, 
would bring about true revival in any 
place at any time. This would make an | 
ideal gift for your pastor, Sunday & 
School teacher, youth leader, or any- . 
one else interested in God's power in « 
our generation. 

These messages were originally given 
at the First Annual Lectures on Re- 
vival and Evangelism at the Tennessee 
Temple Schools at Chattanooga, Ten- 
nessee. About them the president, Dr. 
Lee Roberson, said: “Even a cursory 
reading of these pages will impress the 
reader that these messages were de- 
livered from a heart warmed by the , 
fires of evangelism and a mind stimu- i 
Iated by the problems attending the 
outreach of the Gospel. There are no 
light or unimportant spots in these ser- 
mons, Dr... Appelman.speaks out of a 
burning passions for souls and a deep 
desire to exalt the Saviour.” 

The ten chap- 
ters are entitled: 
The Awaken- 
ing; (2) What Is 
ONLY $3.95 a Revival? (3) 


commentary 


one for each of the 


Scriptures used to 


Every time your 


LORD sermon contests. 


The book is sturdily bound, has 142 
big pages, and the intriguing jacket, 
title 
drawn by a Walt Disney artist. This 


illustrating the sermon, Was 


is truly a lovely gift volume and ONLY 


$2.00 


Smith’s Bible 


Dictionary 


: edited by F. N. and M. A. 
Peloubet. This is a standard 


Ron 


geography, chronology, 


in it a harmony of the gospels, 


features. 
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Some Dogs I Have Known 5) 


by Dr. R. P. “Fighting Bob” Shuler. This book, as a gift, 
will truly please all your old-fashioned Methodist friends 
for it-contains old-time Methodist preaching at its very best! al; 
Dr. Shuler was pastor for a third of a century at the large 9) The 
Trinity Methodist Church of Los Angeles, California. The 
type of preaching presented in this volume is what built that 
church, under his leadership and ministry, into one of the 
most powerful Methodist voices in America. 


work, universally recognized, of great help for i 
all Christians who desire to know their Bible 
more intimately. It is a book any friend of 
the Lord’s would be delighted to receive. 

\ This dictionary has many, many answers 
~« for Bible students about perplexing problems. 
® Contains a vast amount of information about 
history, 
4 acters, and the customs in the Bible. Accurate, 
comprehensive and trustworthy. You will find 


tables of the kingdom, patriarchs, the Jewish 
calendar, weights, time, a chart of science in 
the Bible, and many, many other interesting 


There are 400 drawings and 17 full color 
maps, has 818 pages sturdily bound, a real 
Christmas gift bargain for ONLY $3.00 


Why We Need a 
Revival; (4) What 
Kind of a Revival 
Do We Need? ! 
Obstacles to 

a Revival; (6) §& 
What Will a Re 
vival Do for Us? 
Clearing the 
Way for a Reviv- 
(8) The Re- 
vival Message; 
Holy 
Spirit and Reviv- 
al; and, (10) Re- 
vival Personalities, 


Beautiful Kivar Binding, 168 pages, 
each copy ONLY $2.00 


This memorial volume, planned as a gift book, has eight 
pictures and, in addition to the six sermons by Dr. Schuler, 
sermons by three of his preacher sons, and one by his 
preacher father. The sermon by his son, Jack, “History's Horror ‘ 
Picture,” was a prize-winner in one of THE SWORD OF THE 


Twelce Tremendous t 


Themes 


by Evangelist John R. Rice. Do you & 
want to do good with your Christmas 
giving? Then here is an ideal book 
for you to give your loved ones. Dr. 
Robert G. Lee wrote the introduction 
and said of it, “Will do unmeasurable 
good.” The volume combines pro- 
found scholarship, deep devotion and 
evangelistic zeal to make an out- 
standing aid in building. strong 
Christians. 

The doctrines discussed are indi- 
cated from the following chapter 
titles: 

(1) Verbal Inspiration of the Bible; (2) 
Scientific Accuracy of the Bible Proven; (3) 
The Universal Malady, Sin; (4) Double Theme 
of All the Prophets; (5) “Paul’s Gospel” or 
‘Kingdom Gospel’; (6) The Love of the 
Spirit; (7) Can a Saved Person Ever Be Lost? 
(8) Sunday or Sabbath? (9) Is There Literal, 
Physical Fire in Hell? (10 Is the Torment in 
Hell Eternal? (11) “Churches” and “The 
Church” ; and, (12) Jesus May Come Today! 

This is the new revised, enlarged 
edition of 248 big pages. It is cloth- ‘. 
bound with beautiful jacket, 


ONLY $2.50 
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just charges about God’s destruc- 
tion of the Canaanite people. He 
had borne with them for more 
than 400 years. They had gone 
on in sin and idolatry and re- 
jection of God and His mercy. 
Mercy was scorned and turned 
to judgment, but so it ought to 
be. And in love for others, God 
cleared the earth for another peo- 
ple He would love and teach, 


I am not impressed at the cal- 
umnies and slanders heaped on 
God by Ingersoll, Tom Paine, 
Oxnam, Buttrick, et al. It is true 
that God commanded Saul to slay 
the Amalekites, a poisoned race 
of sinners, a cesspool of iniqu- 
ity tainting all the nations round 
about. God’s love had offered 
mercy which they rejected. They 
turned against what light they 
had. It was mercy that God 
should cut them off. God, who 
so loved vile, wicked sinners 
everywhere, the whole world, that 
He gave His Son to die, has prov- 
ed His right to send incorrigible 
people to Hell, His right to de- 
mand death. God’s fierce anger 1s 
a holy anger. And back of the 
anger is the broken heart of God! 


O dreadful God! O terrible God! 
O jealous God! O thou Consum- 
ing Fire! But thou art also the 
God of mercy, the God of cove- 
nant. 

Dr. H. A. Ironside said that 
he used to play “bear” with his 
first son when he was a child of 
about five or six. Dr. Ironside 
would put on a big fur coat and 
get down on all fours and be the 
bear. And he would gallop on 
hands and knees from room to 
room chasing the little boy who 
would scream and laugh and en- 
joy the fun, But once, said Dr. 
Tronside, he hemmed the little fel- 
low up in a corner and snarled 
and growled till the boy became 
almost frantic with fear. And then 
he screamed and fell over in his 
father’s arms and cried _ out, 
“You’re not any old bear! You're 
my daddy. You wouldn’t hurt me, 
you love me. You’re not any 
bear!” aS ; 


Dr. Ironside said that.he took 
off the fur coat, took the little 
one in his arms and walked back 
and forth in the room and reas- 
sured him and petted him and 
said, “Why, no! I’m not any old 
bear. I’m your daddy. I love you. 
I wouldn’t hurt you for anything. 
I was only playing.” 

And the young father, as he 
walked back and forth soothing 
the fearful little one, said he 
remembered how he once felt 
that God was an avenging deity 
on his trail with the sword of 
judgment. He said that he felt 
the hounds of Hell were on his 
trail, that God was ready to cut 
him off and doom him to eternal 
torment. But then, he said he re- 
membered that when he fell into 
the arms of God, he found that 
God loved him, that God was 
ready to be to him a loving Fath- 
er. 

Oh, then, let us fear God. “The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom” (Ps. 111:10). Holy 
and godly fear become even a 
child of God. But let us remem- 
ber that He is the God of mercy, 
the God who keeps covenant, the 
God who gave His son to save 
sinners. O merciful God! 


Arise, my soul, arise! 

Shake off thy guilty fears; 

The bleeding Sacrifice 

In my behalf appears. 

Before the throne my Surety 
stands; 

My name is written on His hands. 


He ever lives above, 

For me to intercede; 
His all-redeeming love, 

His precious blood to plead; 
His blood atoned for all our race, 
And sprinkles now the throne of 

grace, 


Five bleeding wounds He bears, 
Received on Calvary; 

They pour effectual prayers, 
They strongly plead for me; 
"Forgive him, O forgive,’ they 

cry, 
“Nor let that ransomed sinner 
die!” 


The Father hears Him pray, 
His dear anointed One; 
He cannot turn away 
The presence of His Son; 


His Spirit answers to the blood, 
And tells me I am born of God. 


My God is reconciled, 

His pardoning voice I hear; 
He owns me for His child— 

I can no longer fear; 
With confidence I now draw nigh, 
And “Father, Abba, Father!” cry. 


How can God be a great and 
terrible God, a consuming fire, 
and yet be a loving God offering 
mercy and forgiveness freely to 
every penitent sinner? That ques- 
tion is answered in Jesus Christ. 
Jesus bore the wrath of God. In 
His own body, He bore our sins 
on the cross. He made it so God 
could be just and at the same time 
be the justifier of wicked sinners 
who put their trust in Jesus! 
The Psalmist foresaw the coming 
Saviour when he said, ‘Mercy 
and truth are met _ together; 
righteousness and peace have kiss- 
ed each other” (Ps. 85:10). God’s 
truth and judgment and right- 
eousness that punish sin and 
God’s mercy to save the sinners 
are met together in Jesus Christ. 
God’s righteousness to condemn 
sinners and God’s peace granted 
freely to those sinners when they 
turn to trust Jesus Christ are 
united at the cross. Oh, in Jesus, 
mercy and truth are met togeth- 
er. In the sacrifice on the cross, 
righteousness and peace have 
kissed each other! Thank God, 
the believing sinner’s conscience 
is purged from sin and he stands 
without fear before God. a holy 
God but a forgiving God. And I 
stand with my sins blotted out, 
forgiven. I am not afraid of judg- 
ment, though I properly fear God. 
I rejoice in mercy because my 
sins are paid for. 


VIII. The Only Way to Escape 
: the Wrath of God 


I would not say a word to 
lighten the fearful things I have 
said about the wrath of God on sin. 
God’s wrath against sin is ter- 
rible. And there is only one way 
that anybody in the world can 
avoid the wrath of God. That is 
by coming to trust Jesus. Christ 
for forgiveness, to take Him as 
one’s own personal Saviour. If 
you, today, dear reader, will re- 
pent of your sin, turn to Christ 
for mercy. Thank God, you may 
have the peace of God in your 
heart. God’s wrath will be turn- 
ed away from you. We have the 
plain statement in John 3:18: 
“He that believeth on him is not 
condemned: but he, that believ- 
eth not is condemned already, be- 
cause he hath not believed in the 


name of the only begotten Son 
of God.” 


The moment you put your trust 
in Jesus Christ, you are not con- 
demned. The moment you trust 
Jesus Christ, you have everlast- 
ing life. | 

In John 5:24 is this precious 
promise: “Verily, verily, I say un- 
to you, He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent 
me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemna- 
tion; but is passed from death un- 
to life.’ The moment you hear 
God’s word and turn in your heart 
to put your trust in God’s Sav- 
iour, that moment you have ever- 
lasting life, you are passed out of 
death into life. You are not com- 
ing to judgment. O poor, undone 
sinner, I beg you, flee from the 
wrath of God, but flee into His 
arms of mercy. 


Jesus is the sinner’s friend. He 
has paid the sinner’s debt. The 
moment you turn your case over 
to Jesus Christ, that moment 
you have peace with God _ and 
have escaped the wrath of God. 
Will you do it today? 

If you will take Christ as your 
own personal Saviour, I beg you 
to make the clear-cut decision in 
your heart today, and then write 
and tell me so. If you will hon- 
estly repent of your sins, trust 
Jesus Christ to forgive you, 
once and forever count Him as 
your own Saviour and set out to 
live for Him, then sign the de- 
cision form below, copy it in a 
letter, and mail it to me. I will 
be so glad to write you a letter of 
comfort and encouragement, and 
send you other literature. Dear 
lost sinner, do not delay, but. this 
moment take Christ and claim 
Him. Decide it, sign below, copy 


Hallelujah! 


(Continued from page 1) 


Lord, how manifold are thy works: 
in wisdom hast thou made them 
all.” Sir William was a scientist, 
but he did not allow scientific 
prejudice to blind the eyes of his 
soul. 


2. The Hallelujah of 
Providence 


The one hundred and fifth 
Psalm, which also closes with 
hallelujah, deals with the history 
of Israel, and the psalmist sees 
the footprints of God in history 
as well as in nature. It was God 
who covenanted with Abraham, 
“made oath unto Isaac,” and “‘con- 
firmed the same to Jacob.” It 
was God who protected His people 
when they “were but few in num- 
ber.” It was God who “called for 
a famine upon the land” when 
prosperity had caused them to 
forget His laws. It was God who 
sent Joseph into Egypt, and then 
Moses as the deliverer of His peo- 
ple. It was God who sent the dark- 
ness and turned their water into 
blood. It was God who spread a 
cloud over them for a covering and 
gave them “fire to give light in the 
night.” It was God who “opened 
the rock” and quenched thirst. The. 
psalmist closes this review of God’s 
providential dealings with a 
hallelujah. 

With some it is easier to see 
God in nature than in providence. 
Jacob could praise God for grass 
and trees and stars, but when 
Joseph was taken he said, “All 
these things are against me.” On 
another occasion the psalmist did 
not feel like praising and he re- 
fused to shout hallelujah with his 
lips when his heart did not prompt 
it. “Why art thou cast down, O my 


‘ 


soul,” he exclaims, “and why art : 
thou disquieted within me? Hope|¥% 


thou in God; for I will yet praise 
him.” I do not feel like praising 
now, but I will hope for the time 
to come when I will praise Him. 
Indeed I will praise God that I 
will yet praise Him. 

There is no kind of experience 


in which a Christian has a right to | % 


“all | % 
things work together for good to!% 


refuse to praise God, for 


them that love God.” Praise God 


in- the dark, for He maketh the : 
light to shine out of darkness. |% 


Praise God for sorrow, for Jesus 
said, “Your sorrow shall be turned 


into joy.” Praise God for clouds, |*¥ 
for ‘it is upon the clouds that|% 
God shows His rainbow of love.|% 
Praise God for the furnace, for it|¥% 
is in the fire that the Son of Man|¥# 
delights to walk with you, and|{%# 
when you come out, you will find |# 
that only your bonds have been|¥* 
burned. He who obeys the com-|# 
mand, “Rejoice in the Lord,” has|¥# 
in his soul every |¥ 


a hallelujah 
minute of the day and night. 


3. The Hallelujah of Grace 


Psalm 106 begins and closes with ‘ 


hallelujah, and the keynote of its 
contents is 


vation,” and he makes confession 
of sin: “We have sinned with our 
fathers; we have committed in- 
iquity, we have done wickedly.” 


Then follows a recountal of God’s | ® 
merciful dealings with His people | ¥ 


in spite of their sins. “He re- 
membered for them his covenant 


and repented according to thel& 


in a letter and mail to me at Y 


once, I beg you. 
Evangelist John R. Rice 


Editor, The Sword of the Lord ; 


Wheaton, Illinois 
Dear Brother Rice: 


I have read your sermon, “Is |¥ 


God ‘A Dirty Bully’?” I realize 


that I am a poor lost sinner. I : 


realize that God is angry with 


sin and must punish it because |¥ 


He is a holy and righteous God. 
But I am glad that I know that 
Jesus Christ has died for my sins 
and wants to be my Saviour. So 
here and now I turn my heart 
from my sin. I ask Jesus Christ 


to forgive my sins now and I\|¥ 
trust Him to do it. I take Him as}: 


my own personal Saviour today. 


I will claim Him as my Saviour |% 


and will set out to live for Him 
openly, depending on Him for 
daily grace and help. : 
Signed 
Address ‘ 


in the first verse, |¥ 
“Give thanks unto the Lord, for|# 
his mercy endureth for ever.” He/|€ 
prays, “O visit me with thy sal-|& 


multitude of his mercies.” 

The saved sinner can sing this 
hallelujah of mercy more loudly 
and sweetly than any other. And 
God’s mercy fills him with song 
because His justice has been satis- 
fied in Jesus Christ. Mercy can 
now rejoice against judgment be- 
cause judgment has been met and 
mercy made possible through the 
atoning sacrifice of Christ. 
“Hallelujah for the cross” is the 
song of the redeemed; it comes 
to us from heaven and will return 
with us to heaven. 


4, The Hallelujah of Praise 


The halielujahs of nature, provi- 
dence and grace continue to the 
end, but the works of God receded 
while God Himself is more clearly 
seen. After hallelujah in Psalm 111 
come the words, “I will praise the 
Lord with my whole heart.” After 
hallelujah in Psalm 112: “Blessed 
is the man that feareth the Lord.” 
After hallelujah in Psalm 113: 
“Praise, O ye servants of the Lord, 
praise the name of the Lord.” And 
as the hallelujahs increase toward 
the end of the book, God alone is 
the object of praise. In Psalm 
146, “Hallelujah, Praise the Lord, 
O my soul.” In Psalm 147: “Hal- 
lelujah, for it is good to sing 
praises unto our God.” In Psalm 
148: “Hallelujah, Praise ye the 
Lord from the heavens.” And the 
psalmist calls the roll of the Hal- 
lelujah choir consisting of angels, 
sun, moon, and stars, the heavens, 
“the dragons and all deeps,” fire 
and hail, snow and vapours, strong 
wind, mountain and hills, trees, 
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beasts and cattle, creeping things : 


and flying fowl, men and maidens, 
old men and children. “Let them 
praise the name of the Lord, for 
his name alone is excellent.” 

In Psalm 149: “Hallelujah: Sing 
unto the Lord a new song,” as if 
thought and words were failing the 
psalmist to express his praise 
to God. And the climax comes in 
the last verse of the last Psalm, 
“Let everything that hath breath 
praise the Lord. Hallelujah.” God 
is greater and more worthy of 
praise than are His works in 
nature, providence and grace. 


THE HALLELUJAHS OF 
HEAVEN 


5. The Hallelujah of 
Judgment 


This appears in Revelation 19:1, 
2, “Hallelujah. Salvation and hon- 
our and power unto the Lord our 
God, for true and righteous are his 
judgments; for he hath judged the 
great harlot, which did corrupt the 
earth with her fornication. And 
again they said Hallelujah. And 
her smoke rose up forever and 
ever.” 

The Hallelujah of Judgment 
seems to shock sentimental na- 
tures who cannot endure the 
thought that God could allow any- 
one to go to hell. And yet any- 
one with a spark of nobility of 
character must rejoice over the 
apprehension and punishment of 
certain criminals... 

When the papers published the 
fact that a young man entered a 
large room in Buffalo, New York, 
and stood in line with those who 
were receiving the greetings of 
President McKinley that he might 
murder the man who was ready 


(Continued on page 11) 
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Hallelujah! 


(Continued from page 10) 


to greet him with kindness, some 


theologians in New England who 
had been preaching that there 
was no hell, were frank enough to 
confess that there ought to be a 
hell for at least one man, for 
McKinley and his murderer ought 
not to be together in the same 
place. For such men to escape hell 
unless they repent, would be cause 
for everlasting regret. The smoke 
of their torment satisfies the 
sense of justice which every right- 
eous soul has. For them to escape 
punishment would make a dis- 
cordant note in God’s universe. 
The Hallelujah of Judgment is 
the response of noble natures to 
the justice of the retribution 
which comes upon those who 
wreck the character and destroy 
the happiness of others. 


6. The Hallelujah of 
Sovereignty 
“Hallelujah, for the Lord our 


God reigneth” (Rev. 19:6). 


Truth forever on the scaffold, 
wrong forever on the throne, 


Yet the scaffold sways the future, 
and behind the dim unknown 
Standeth God within the shadow, 
keeping watch above His own. 


God seems to be dethroned, but 
He is not. The fact that He does 
not strike dead monsters of iniqui- 
ty in human shape is proof that 
He is merciful. When, therefore, 
I read in the press of the orgies 
of those who lie in wait for the 
innocent and seek their destruc- 
tion, I say, “Hallelujah! God is 
merciful.” And when I read that 
some monster has been overtaken 


by retribution, I say with equal 
emphasis, “Hallelujah, God is 
just.” 


When T hear a blasphemer revile 
God and the Bible, I say, “Hal- 
lelujah, God is merciful or he 
would be smitten dumb”; and 
when I hear the same man, yet 
not the same, because he has 
been transformed by grace, prais- 
ing God for redemption through 
the blood of Christ, I say, “Hal- 
lelujah! Hallelujah, for the Lord 
God Omnipotent reigneth!” 

— THE END — 


My Thanksgiving and Yours 


(Continued from page 1) 


the dedication with gladness, both 
with thanksgivings, and with sing- 
ing, with cymbals, psalteries, and 
with harps. And the sons of the 
singers gathered themselves _to- 
gether, both out of the plain coun- 
try round about Jerusalem, and 
from the villages of Netophathi; 
Also from the house of Gilgal, 
and out of the fields of Geba and 
‘Azmaveth: for the singers had 
‘builded them villages round a- 
bout Jerusalem. And the priests 
and the Levites purified them- 
selves, and purified the people, and 
the gates and the wall. Then I 
‘brought up the princes of Judah 
upon the wall, and appointed two 
great companies of them that gave 
thanks, whereof one went on 
the right hand upon the wall 
‘toward the dung gate: And after 


them..went »Hoshaiah, and--halt- 


‘of the princes of Judah, and 
Azariah, Ezra, and Meshullam, 
Judah, and Benjamin, and She- 
maiah, and Jeremiah. And cer- 
tain of the priests’ sons with 
trumpets; namely, Zechariah the 
son of Jonathan, the son of Shem- 
aiah, the son of Mattaniah, the 
son of Michaiah, the son of Zac- 
cur, the son of Asaph: And his 
brethren, Shemaiah, and Azarael, 
Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethaneel, 
and Judah, Hanani, with the musi- 
cal instruments of David the man 
of God, and Ezra the scribe before 
them. And at the fountain gate, 
which was over against them, they 
Went up by the stairs of the city 
of David, at the going up of the 
Wall, above the house of David, 
even unto the water gate east- 
ward. And the other company of 
them that gave thanks went 
Over against them, and I after 
them, and the half of the people 
upon the wall, from beyond the 
tower of the furnaces even unto 
the broad wall; And from above 
the gate of Ephraim, and above 
the old gate, and above the fish 
gate, and the tower of Hananeel, 
and the tower of Meah, even unto 
the sheep gate: and they stood still 
in the prison gate. So stood the 
two companies of them that gave 
thanks in the house of God, and 
I, and the half of the rulers with 
me.” 

These Old Testaments saints ap- 
preciated the person of God, apart 
from all His gracious benefits. 

Psalm 20:4: 

“Grant thee according to thine 
Own heart, and fulfil all thy 
counsel.” 

Psalm 95:2: 

“Let us come before his pre- 
sence with thanksgiving, and make 
a joyful noise unto him with 
psalms.” 

Psalm 97:12: 

“Rejoice in the Lord, ye right- 
eous, and give thanks at the re- 
Membrance of his holiness.” 

Psalm 100: 

“Make a joyful noise unto the 
Lord, all ye lands. Serve the 
Lord with gladness: come before 


his presence with singing. Know 


ye that the Lord he is God: it 
is he that hath made us, and not 
we ourselves; we are his people, 
and the sheep of his pasture. En- 


ter into his gates with thanks- 
giving, and into his courts with 
praise: be thankful unto him, 
and bless his name, For the Lord 
is good; his mercy is everlasting; 
and his truth endureth to all gen- 
erations.” 

Psalm 119: 62: 

“At midnight I will rise to give 
thanks unto thee because of thy 
righteous judgments.” 

Searching the New Testament 
we find that thanksgiving is men- 
tioned about forty-five times, in- 
cluding both temporal and spirit- 
ual blessings. Should wee give 
thanks for bread? Our Lord did. 


Matthew 15:36: 


“And he took the seven loavés | 


and the fishes, gave thanks, and 
brake them, and gave to his dis- 
ciples, and the disciples to the 
multitude.” | 

Matthew 26:27: 

“And he took the cup, and gave 
thanks, and gave it to them, say- 
ing, Drink ye all of it.” 

Mark 8:6: : 

“And he commanded the peo- 
ple to sit down on the ground: 
and he took the seven loaves, 
and gave thanks, and brake, and 
gave to his disciples to set be- 
fore them; and they did set them 
before the people.” 

Mark 14:23: 

“And he took the cup, and when 
he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them: and they all drank of 
Sage 

Luke 22:17,19: 

“And he took the cup, and gave 
thanks, and said, Take this, and 
divide it among yourselves... 
And he took bread, and gave 
thanks, and brake it, and gave it 
unto them, saying, This is my 
body which is given for you: this 
do in remembrance of me.” 

John 6:23: 

“(Howbeit there came other 
boats from Tiberias nigh unto the 
place where they did eat bread, 


after that the Lord had_ given) 


thanks).” 

First Corinthians 11:24: 

“And when he had given thanks, 
he brake it, and said, Take, eat: 
this is my body, which is broken 
for you: this do in remembrance 
of me.” 

Paul did. Read Acts 27:35: 

“And when he had thus spoken, 
he took bread, and gave thanks 
to God in presence of them all: 
and when he had broken it, he 
began to eat.” 

We find Paul also giving thanks 
to God for his unspeakable gift, 
the Lord Jesus Christ.—II Cor- 
inthians 9:15. 

Again we find him offering 
thanks for the wonderful victor- 
ies through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
—II Corinthians 2:14. 

Paul also offered thanks for 
future victory over death, the 
grave and mortality—I Corin- 
thians 15:57. 

Then we hear him offering 
thanks to God for the believers 
—I Thessalonians 1:2, and for 
Titus in particular. “We give 
thanks to God always for you 
all, making mention of you in our 


prayers.” 


First Thessalonians 3:9: 

“For what thanks can we ren- 
der to God again for you, for all 
the joy wherewith we joy for your 
sakes before our God.” 

Second Corinthians 8:16: 

“But thanks be to God, which 
put the same earnest care into 
the heart of Titus for you.” 
Notice a few of these things for 
which we should be thankful. 


Thanksgiving for All Men 
First Timothy 2:1,2: 

“IT exhort therefore, that, first 
of all, supplications, prayers, in- 
tercessions, and giving of thanks, 
be made for all men; For kings, 
and for all that are in authority; 
that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and 
honesty.” 

Our text reveals that we should 
give thanks for “all men.” 
This means the Democrats as 
well as the Republicans. This 
means the sinner as well as the 
saint. This means the pauper as 
well as the potentate. It means 
the little men as well as the big 
men. It means the unemployed as 
well as the employed. It means 
ALL MEN. Paul especially men- 
tions “for kings” and all who are 
in high places. I believe that our 
government would be better if 
we prayed more often for our 
President, for the Congress, and 
for our leaders, occasionally of- 
fering thanks for them. I am 
convinced that every true saint 
of God should offer thanks for 
civil rulers as well as to pray 
for them. In these days of con- 
fusion, consternation, and condem- 
nation, we only find fault, parading 
the faults of these men, when we 
ought to be on our knees pray- 
ing for them. Strange as it may 
seem and although there are 
some men in which we can see 


nothing to give thanks for, yet 


our God has commanded us to 
pray for “all men.” 

Some men are so utterly ruin- 
ed and degraded that they are 
simply good for nothing. Others 
are a menace to society, rebel- 
lious, traitors; yet we are instruc- 
ted to pray for these. I cannot 
get anything else out of this 
passage—“for all men’—other 
than to pray for all men. I be- 
lieve this was based upon the 
fact that our blessed Saviour died 
for all. 

First Timothy 2:3-6: 

“For this is good and accept- 
able in the sight of God our Sav- 
iour; Who will have all men to 
be saved, and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth. For there 
is one God, and gne mediator be- 
tween God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus; Who gave himself 
a ransom for all, to be testified 
in due time.” 

Second Corinthians 5:15: 

“And that he died for all, that 
they which live should not hence- 
forth live unto themselves, but 
unto him which died for them, 
and rose again.” 

Hebrews 2:9: 

“But we see Jesus, who was 
made a little lower than the an- 
gels for the suffering of death, 
crowned with glory and honour; 
that he by the grace of God should 
taste death for every man.” 

Because Christ died for all, it 
is possible for all to be saved if 
they will only come to Christ. 
Therefore, we are to pray and 
give thanks to God for all. 


Thanks for All Material 

Ephesians 5:20: 

“Giving thanks always for ALL 
THINGS unto God and the Father 
in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

First Thessalonians 5:18: 


“In EVERY THING give thanks: 


for this is the will of God in 


| Christ Jesus concerning you.”’ 


Philippians 4:6: 

“Be careful for nothing; but 
in EVERY THING by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known unto 
God.” 

Giving thanks’ for and in all 
things is far different from giv- 
ing thanks for and in some things. 
It is quite easy to give thanks for 
and in the agreeable and pleasant 
things—those things that we de- 
sire, thosé things that we want, 
those things that we love, those 
things that we respect, those 
things that we honor. We do not 
need a great supply of grace to do 
that. But to give thanks for and 
in all things is quite difficult. 
That is where divine grace makes 
us different. How much does “giv- 
ing thanks in all things” include? 
Everything. That certainly takes 
in an infinite sphere. It includes 
everything that enters into the 
experience of the Christian. It 
embraces. all spiritual blessings 
flowing out of the redemptive 
mercy of God. 

Ephesians 1:3: 

“Blessed be the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ.” 


It includes all divine discipline 
as a Father’s child, training and 
correction—Hebrews 12:5-10: 


“And ye have forgotten the ex- 
hortation which speaketh unto you 
as unto children, My son, de- 
spise not thou the chastening of 
the Lord, nor faint when thou art 
rebuked of him: For whom the 
Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he re- 
ceiveth. If ye endure chastening, 
God dealeth with you as with 
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“Is Hawaii Heathen 
or Christian?” 
A news note in the Hawaiian 


newspaper, Honolulu Advertiser, 
tells how the Buddhist priest, 
Newton Ishiura, “recited an open- 
ing prayer at the convening of a 
session of a house of the Ter- 
ritorial Legislature.” The World 
Evangelical Fellowship is protest- 
ing this honor, of a heathen false 
religion in the Hawaiian legisla- 
ture, and asks, “Is Hawaii heathen 
or Christian?’ We think that this 
prayer of a Buddhist in any 
legislature or congress of the 
United States is a disgrace to the 
American founding fathers. Pray- 
er in a governing body ought to 
ask the God of the Bible for His 
guidance and help on America. 
It ought not to be a simple cater- 
ing to religious groups for political 
reasons. To put Christianity on 
the same basis as heathen re- 
ligions is blasphemy. 


Graham Rated a VIP 


Billy Graham is one of the 

world’s 100 most important peo- 
ple. That’s what Look magazine 
says. . 
The list, which puts President 
Eisenhower at the top, was com- 
piled after a poll of more than 
100 government agencies and pri- 
vate organizations. 

Not only is Graham the young- 
est man on the list (36), he is one 
of only two Protestant church 
leaders to make it. The other is 
Karl Barth, 69, Swiss theologian. 
Other religious figures named: 
Pope Pius XII, Martin Buber, 
Israeli theologian, and Maulana 
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sons; for what son is he whom the 
father chasteneth not? But if ye 
be without chastisement, where- 
of all are partakers, then ye are 
bastards, and not sons, Further- 
more we have had fathers of our 
flesh which corrected us, and we 
gave them reverence: shall we not 
much rather be in subjection unto 
the Father of spirits, and live? 
For they verily for a few days 
chastened us after their own plea- 
sure; but he for our profit, that 
we might be partakers of his 
holiness.” 

John 15:1-5: 

“IT am the true vine, and my 
Father is the husbandman. Every 
branch in me that beareth not 
fruit he taketh away: and every 
branch that beareth fruit, he 
purgeth it, that it may bring forth 
more fruit. Now ye 
through the word which I have 
spoken unto you. Abide in me, 


and I in you. As the branch can- 
not bear fruit of itself, except 
it abide in the vine; no more can 
ye, except ye abide in me. I am 


the vine, ye are the branches: 


He that abideth in me, and I in 
forth 
much fruit: for without me ye can 


him, the same _ bringeth 


do nothing.” 
Believe 


things 
cause us to ask, “Why has this 
befallen me, what have I done 
to deserve all this?” But we 
ought to thank God for these 
things. 

I can never understand, and still 
do not understand why in God’s 
divine wisdom He let me have a 
little son only to be burned to 
death at the age of five. As I 
looked around me and saw _ so 
many parents who.seemingly car- 
ed nothing for their little chil- 
dren, left them to wander on the 
street, deserted them at night, 


did not try to teach and train): 
the | 


them in the. fear. of God, tl 
question came to my _ = mind, 
“Why, Lord, did you take mine?” 
I could never understand why my 
sister, Mrs. Morgan, had her only 
little son injured at birth, and 
why God spared him for seven 
and one-half years, and then sud- 
denly took him. But in all these 
things we are to offer thanks. Al- 
though we do not understand the 
mysteries of God and the ways 
of God, because His ways are as 
high above our ways as the heav- 
ens are above the earth, yet in all 
of His ways, all of His thinking, all 
of His plans, all of His doings, 
all of His materials, we are to 
offer thanks. 


Thanks in All Matters 

Ephesians 5:20: 

“Giving thanks always for all 
things to God and the Father in 
the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

We are not just to offer thanks 
for a moment but it is to be al- 
ways, eternally. We are not to be 
today praising God and tomor- 
row cursing Him. We are to offer 
the sacrifice of praise to God con- 
tinually according to Hebrews 13: 
15: 3 

“By Him therefore let us. offer 
the sacrifice of praise to God con- 
tinually, that is, the fruit of our 
lips giving thanks to his name.” 

What is the fruit of our lips 
in all matters? Do you curse 
God? Do you blaspheme God? 
Do you sin against God with 
your lips? In all of the afflic- 
tions that came upon Job, the 
Word of God declares that he 


sinned not against the Lord with| : 


his lips. Thanksgiving and praise 


is one of the spiritual sacrifices: 


the believer as a priest offers 
to God in this present dispensa- 
tion. 

Romans 12:1: 

“I beseech you therefore, breth- 
ren, by the mercies of God; that 
ye present your bodies a living 


sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable 
service.” 


Philippians 4:18: 7 

“But I have all, and abound: 
I am full, having received of Epa- 
phroditus the things which were 
sent from you, an odour of a sweet 
smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well- 
pleasing to God.” 

Hebrews 13:15: 

“By him therefore let us of- 


are clean 


it or not, this takes 
in all the hard and trying things 
in life, which generally are wrap- 
ped and shrouded in mystery. The 
which would naturally 


fer the sacrifice of praise to God 
continually, that is, the fruit of 
our lips giving thanks to his 
name,” | 

Praise is the fruit of our lips. 
There is a difference between 
praise and thanks. Praise is ex- 
tolling the Lord to others, while 
thanks is given to the Lord. The 
Word of God tells us that this of- 
fering of thanksgiving is to be 
offered continually without a va- 
cation, without ever’ stopping, 
without ever ceasing. From our 
lips should flow. thanksgiving all 
the time and so also should praise 
to our wonderful God, praise in 
all matters of life. 


Thanks for the Master 

Ephesians 5:18-20: 

“And be not drunk with wine, 
wherein is excess, but be filled 
with the Spirit; Speaking to 
yourselves in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart 
to the Lord; Giving thanks always 
for all things unto God and the 
Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

Above all men, above all ma- 
terial; above all matters, we should 
offér thanks continuously for our 
wonderful Saviour, for our Master, 
our Lord. Have you ever stopped 
to think what you would be, 
where you would be, with- 
out Christ? We would still be in 
our sins. We would be in the gall 
of bitterness. We would be bound 
by Satan. We would be headed 
for Hell. Thanks be unto God 
at this Thanksgiving season for our 
wonderful Saviour. I believe that 
our witnessing, our ministry, 
our joy, our thankfulness should 
be spontaneous. It should be the 
result of the fullness of the Holy 
Ghost. A Spirit-filled life is char- 
acterized by joyfulness and praise. 
—-Acts 13:52. 

“And the disciples were filled 
with joy, and-.with the Holy 
Ghost.” 

Acts 16:25: 

pe “And at midnight “Paul and 
Silas prayed, and sang. praises un- 
to God; and the prisoners heard 
them.” 

Romans 15:18: 

“Now the God of hope fill you 
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with all joy and peace in believ- 
ing, that ye may abound in hope, 
through the power of the Holy 
Ghost.” 

A life of praise is also a life 
of glad service and such a life 
is an angelic life. 

Psalm 103:20, 21: 

“Bless the Lord, ye his angels, 
that excel in strength, that do 
his commandments, hearkening 
unto the voice of his word. Bless 
ye the Lord, all ye his hosts; ye 
ministers of his, that do his plea- 
sure,” 


Read Revelation 4:6-11: 

“And before the throne’ there 
was a sea of glass like unto crys- 
tal: and in the midst of the throne, 
and round about the _ throne, 
were four beasts full of eyes be- 
fore and behind. And the first 
beast was like a lion, and the sec- 
ond beast like a calf, and the 
third beast had a face like as a 
man, and the fourth beast was 
like a flying eagle. And the four 
beasts had each of them = six 
wings about him; and they were 
full of eyes within; and they rest 
not day and night, saying, Holy, 
holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, 
which was, and is, and is to come, 
And when those béasts give glory 
and honour and thanks to him 
that sat on the throne, who liveth 
for ever and ever, The four and 
twenty elders fall down before 
him that sat on the throne, and 
worship him that liveth for ever 
and ever, and cast their crowns 
before the throne, saying, Thou 
art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
glory and honour and power: for 
thou hast created all things, and 
for thy pleasure they are and 
were created.” 

Revelation 5:11-13: 

“And I beheld, and I heard the 
voice of many angels round about 
the throne and the beasts and 
the elders: and the number of 
them was ten thousand times ten 
thousand, and thousands of thou- 
sands; Saying with a loud voice, 
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 
to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, 
and glory, and blessing. And every 
creature which is in heaven, and 
on the earth, and-uhder the earth, 
and such as are in the sea, and all 
that are in them, heard I saying, 
Blessing, and honour, and glory, 
and power, be unto him that sit- 


teth upon the throne, and unto the 


Getting Things From God 
by Dr. Charles Blanchard. Here is a beautifully bound 


News Notes 


(Continued from page 11) 


Abul Kalam Azad, Indian theolo- 
gian, 


The Secret of Success in 
Rearing Children 
We have long believed the two- 
fold secret in rearing children is 
love and discipline. A loveless dis- 
cipline provokes them to rebellion. 
Affection without discipline makes 
spoiled brats. These two quota- 
tions set before us the essentials. 


In 1953 Alaska’s “Mother of the 


Lamb for ever and ever.” 

A heart filled with _ spiritual 
melody makes toil easier and 
speedier. Does it grieve you to do 
a little job for the Lord Jesus 
Christ? I would like to close this 
message with a few lines of poetry 
that have been a great blessing 
to my heart: 


We say that we are thankful for 
things we have. 
But we complain at first sign 
of rebuff, 
Which brings to mind the ques- 
tion, 
Are we ever thankful enough? 


When the sun goes down on a 
placid day; : 
Do we think to give thanks for 
the things weve been spared. 
Are we thankful we got through 
the day without pain, 
As well as for those that we've 
had? 


While others were torn on the 
rack, 

Are we thankful no ill news 
was borne to us to throw us 
off normalcy’s track? 

Do we sum up our day by only 
the things 

We've accrued of material stuff. 

We may think we are thankful, 
but once more I say 

Can we _ ever be 
enough? 


thankful 


God help us at this thanksgiving 
season to thank God for all men, 
for all material, for all matters, 
and above all, for our wonderful 
Master, the Lord Jesus Christ. _ 


(From Dr. Smith’s magazine, YOUR 


‘GOOD NEIGHBOR.) 


book which will make a very lovely and attractive gift 


and at the same time be the kind of a gift whose spiritual 


What It Costs to Be a 
Good Christian 


by Evangelist John R. Rice. Here ; 


Year” was a full-blooded Atha 
baskan Indian. She is the mother 
of thirteen children, ten of whom 
are living. When asked for advice 
on child rearing, she said, “Make 
them do what you tell them to, 
It’s as simple as that.” Mrs. Delia 
Hamilton Watson, the mother, 
was brought to New York to ate 
tend the annual convention of the 
American Mothers’ Committee of 
the Golden Rule Foundation. 


“Loveless childhood is bitter in- 
deed. At a Midwest orphanage 
the infant mortality has been re- 
duced almost 50 per cent, not 
through the use of a new wonder 
drug but through an old wonder 
hug. 

“Each attendant nurse was in- 
structed to hold the motherless 
children for one hour a day, cud- 
dle and love them—to make the 
little fellow feel like he had a 
mother. The procedure cut the 
deaths almost in half.” (Employ- 
ment Counsellor). 


Children demand love, and they 
need discipline; it’s the formula 
given in the Bible. “Whom the 
Lord loveth he chasteneth” (Heb. 
12:6; see context). 

—Christian Victory 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


(Rate 25¢c per word, minimum charge, $5. 
Include name, address, city, state In wor 
count. Cash to accompany order. No billing 
on classified ads, please, except for custo- 
mers who already have accounts. Copy is 
due three weeks in advance of publication 
date. ) 


PHOTO FINISHING 


12 Jumbes from any size roll developed 25c 
with this ad only. SL, SKRUDLAND, Lake 


Geneva, Wisconsin. 


CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEA 


BIBLE MARKING COURSE, 5 attractive 
pooklets— 31 themes. Shade verses differ- 
ent colors. Place code in margin. Result— 
Bible becomes ready reference, Sent on 10 
day approval. If satisfied, remit $2.00. 
Rev. B. T. Johnson, (Dir. of News for the 
Nation Broadcast), First Baptist Church, 
Box 370, North Battleford, Sask., Canada, 


<a T 


TAPE RECORDERS 
TAPE RECORDERS WHOLESALE to mis- 


sionaries, churches, schools, and Sword 
of the Lord readers! Unsurpassed in qualie 
ty in their price range. Tapes and exten- 
sion speakers also available, Write today I 
C. & D. Distributors, Box 5116, Orlande, 
Florida. 
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rsonal Soul Winner: 


_LSTONARY EVANGELIST, 1220 Lipan Stu 


Denver 4, Colorado. 
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M4 127 pages, a wonderful gift 


How to Obtain the 
Fullness of Power, 


by Dr. Reuben A. Torrey. Here is 
a scholarly book in simple lan- 
guage. Dr. V. Raymond Edman, 
president of Wheaton College, said 
of this book, “A thorough, Bible- 
based discussion of the means of 
power for the Christian, and power 
for his personal walk and his serv- 
ice for the Lord Jesus. The author 
deals in a pointed and practical way 
with the power of the Word, ... the 
power of the blood,...the power of 
the Spirit, . . . prayer, ... and the 
surrendered life... This volume is 
revolutionary to the heart that will 
read and believe.” 

The book has a lovely 
hard white binding and is 
stamped with two colors 
very attractively. Five chap- 
ters, 76 pages; an ideal 
gift ONLY $1.50 


God’s Cure for Anxious Care 


by Evangelist John R. Rice. This book 
is always an appropriate gift, no matter 
the occasion or the season of the year. 
The author opens the book with the introductory word: “God’s 
people are not always happy, but they should be. They can be! The 
God who feeds the birds, who have no barns nor banks; who clothes 
the flowers, who do not toil nor spin; the God who keeps a record 
of the number of hairs on every head, can surely provide for His 
own children...Thank God, a Christian need never be unhappy, 
need never be defeated, need never be discouraged.” Then he pro- 
ceeds, in the 9 comforting, challenging chapters that follow, to give 
God's secrets for joy, victory and provision. Beautifully bound in 
gray, stamped in magenta with endsheets done in a lovely design, 


benefits will last all year. The book is sturdily bound in 
white and stamped in maroon and blue. 

The volume contains 24 helpful chapters, each one 
bristling with practical, inspiring, scriptural advice on 
how to pray effectively with power. The reader’s heart 
is continually blessed by Dr. Blanchard’s repeated refer- 
ences to answered prayer in his own life and his master- 
ful way of skillfully bringing out Bible truth to clear 
away problems about prayer. 

The author is a man who knew how to pray; this is 
not theory he sets forth, but a positive, proven plan the 
writer found to always succeed. As the second president 
of Wheaton College he was compelled to make hundreds 
of specific requests of God concerning the financial needs 
of the college, spiritual needs, and the need for buildings 
and land. He proved God in his own life and herein tells 
readers how to successfully do the same! 


It strengthens the faith and 


warms the heart. You will not 
When a Christian Sins 


regret giving this big book of 
274 pages this Christmas 
by Evangelist John R. Rice. This 
is one of Dr. Rice’s newest books 


ONLY $2.50 
and therefore one which most of 


your friends will not already pos- _GOOD_ 


sess. Not just a book of sermons, 


is a book which ought to be in the 
hands of every single Christian, and 
Christmas is an ideal time to distri- 
bute it. This makes a gift that will be 
deeply appreciated and long re- 
membered while at the same time 
one which will build real Christian 
character for the receiver. 


The titles of the seven searching 
chapters are: 


(1) What It Costs to Be a Good Chris- 
tian; (2) Outside the Gate With Jesus; 
(3) Leaving All for Jesus; (4) Home 
Sweet Home; (5) What the Bible Is to 
the Christian; (6) What the Christian 
Should Do With His Bible; and, (7) 
David and Bathsheba. 


The book is beautifully bound, has 
an attractive jacket, and altogether 
contains 223 big pages of Bible 
blessing. Do not be surprised if those 
to whom you give this book for 
Christmas keep thanking you all 
during the coming year! You may 
have it, per copy for ONLY $29.95 


but definite, positive lessons about sin and the Christian. Your friends 


will rise up and call you blessed for giving them a gift like this book. 
The book has a hard binding with a very attractive scene on the 


BOOKS 


cover depicting Peter’s denial of the Lord. There are 6 helpful chapters, 


134 pages, just the thing for the budget wise, 


Wheaton, Illinois 
Dear Sirs: 
Enclosed find $ 


ONLY $1.75 


ree ee we oe ee oe ee ee ee ee ee es ee — <_< << : 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 


RUSH: CHRISTMAS ORDER 


Name 


. Please send me the books indicated be- 


low. I have enclosed 5% extra for postage and handling. 


-.--Copies of Getting Things From God; $2.50 each 

----Copies of What It Costs to Be a Good Christian; $2.25 each 
----Copies of How to Obtain Fulness of Power; $1.50 each 
....Copies of When a Christian Sins; $1.75 each 

---.Copies of God’s Cure for Anxious Care; $1.50 each 


Address 
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ONLY $1.50 City 


State 
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